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Wel�, here we are in a new format. The change has not been without its fair de0ree 

ot trauma. However, typin.; this on an old�shione� type\vriter, I wonder ho·.7 the mix 
of archaic typing, photocopY?,ng and word-processing is �oir.g to lo:>k. Yuu -- and I -­

no� know. Ne� technology is a tool we must grasp and use. I only hope the end product 
you are no� reading reaches my expectations as we strive for both a better preser.tation 
and more reaCi�� matter. 

I w:::uli. urse \7oal.C.-be cor;·:�l:'i'.:t:;.tors to present material for reedy repro:!uction or. A4 
size p;;...,er, "'ot :::>re then si!1.§;l�-s:;>e�ed for ease of repr:>.!'.lc�io�. ':'�.is is :1ot es���t­
i.:.l, 'm� 7io·.llC sir.:::;lif,r natters. I:1 fact, if a.n;o;one v1s.-r.ts to co�tri".;ute 3::mc:::ri":;ten, 

CO�'t '/TO:'ry, it's c .. mt�nt 'i7hich CO:!leS f�·st, ''1e1ll cope • .Also, th�re's !10 3p�ci.:\list 
cli=1ue h�re. 3ver-rone's co'!'ltributioi.: )rlll be co:1sidereC.. o:: ::.:erit. Do:1't think th:,t if 
:,·o·-1 1 ve n�·.-er wri t�en fo:· a maJE\ zir.::: bef'�re -your ideas or i:1f .::·:::::. tion :ire r.ot i:::port;nt. 
.t:';�l:'..:;, i:' e':er ';�1ere �·:as a for� for �:e o::�ir.e.ry pe:·so":". to �c::":;!"i'.J•;te to it is t::i:: • 

.ie ;n;.�-.7. to :.-eo·:: ·.-:::at urba:1 le.;end :.;rs 3lo;;ss toE. yo'.l i:; t!-1e l:illi'l::eret";a, ,.,.hat Jin at 
�or� said abo'.lt his sister's wife's babysitter's cowing to har�embarrassnent tale, or 

· that story you heard ir. tl�e pub about the microwave oven. 

�h3t said, here are our contributors this issue -- remecber, don't be. overawed! You 
.too coula h�va your 15 column ir.ches of fame� 

�����;;.�:1��:� s :��������;;,�r (��u�;�=n�"i���)� 
H� i� a f:·>?.�l�·,:;c '. 7::":.. te:- :>p"'ci!:.lizi�� in the 
;>":..•:::o:·�:;: a::.'. is ::o::�i1_"r c� ::::lio,:l'.:.:.;>'1�r 
o_"' r.:l �er .:..::�::t·;:. ·- tc::..:�:-- :-.�::.J...:r o:' -fa�e 
3o::i'!-t:r i'o:· �:s:·c:-.i�t.l ::cser.:.·c:-., :.,e is -::o:; an 
a:"til� ::eube:· of ,.\!J;U.? E.n� li•1es in Essex. He 
l�::�s h �=e at ·,.,.;.:: "; :.;>: ��r ·�o ':le t.1o n:m 
�o::� l�6en�s ir. ��� u�kin;. 
_;_�:::_,. ::l·J��rt:> is e:li to:r.· of 1.."2"0 �riGa:lti:., a 
·,;est Yo:=-�:z:U.re :JFO iria 5. S 'tit!lula ted by "�:ar:-o­
�ete i)al:t!ler" repo!"ts of last aut·JI::n, he is 
i7or:d.ng on a book of northern out-of-place 
alien animals. Here he sug�ests a report from 
1�72 may be a variant o� the PHH and one '17P�ch 
li!'.!:s it ·,-;:.. t�1 the. '!EO �"le::lo:'lenon. 
Frank Allaun is e former Uember o� ?arliament 
and energetic !�ess free�om cac?aigner. Re 
:-e:cu."lts a ·rece-::� e )..J:lerien::e \7::ich cor�irms 
�is vie� of cert�in newspapers end the Press 
Council. It is reprinted from The Journalist 
of �pril, 198S. · · 
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<·· '! If your subscription expires Peter Fre:1ch is deputy chief reporter of The • this issue an "X'' 'I'T:ill appear 
wit!J. 
on l!ail, Ha��lepoo�. This extraordinary .· court·�� � �-�·:( . th"' line below: story revolves around two modern anneties : ·- ·"·.�·�,.: · -

a wo�an's �bductio:1.and nucl�ar po�er. It �as • 
pri-::tec i:t The l�ail on July 4, 1986. · 

�· • •  � � � * .  w * .  � . .  * * • •  * 
Sheih Zlgev is chief reporter of The hlail' s .. . . . .. ,. . . . . . . 
Horuen branch office. All I can say is the story was checked out and appears all above 
boe.:-d.. The coacatohers' leader ad.C:.ed they will al';7ays pie� up ot�er hitc3-:,hil:ers L.-1 
future • �jay be they 1 11 change their minds after . seeing the fil!II "The Hitcher.'! · Yet it 
still sou:.1ds just lD�e foaflore. .. 

11 Ill Ill Ill tit 1.11 I 11 Ill Ill tu t 

. ... : . •  -.-v··-:-r. 

Two to Watch 3. 
By Michael Goss 

To;'1ards th,� end of "The Vanishing Hitchhiker" 1 Professor Brunvand talks about 
something he calls "protolegends": short stories and rumours which may evolve 
into fully-fledged urban belief tales. (1) A protolegend, then, is a nucleus 
from which a "proper" urban legend may develop or (in Professor Brunvand 1 s words) 
the "raw material" of one, lacking the widespread currency, structural complexity 
and range of variations which would qualify it as a genuine contenporary legend, 
but recognizably akin to accepted examples of the genreo 

Spotting and classif:,�ng newly-e�ergent contemporary legends has almost become 
as international a pastime as chess or l�ger-drinking: a modern trend not without 
its dangers. Equal only to the amoun� of effort which folklorists put into find­
ins fres� specimens is the effo�t that some expend in defining exactly what is or 
isr.' t an autie:1tic uroan legend: ho·.v the "real thir.g" differs from, say, a rumo'.lr 
(brief state:.ent of unsuostantiated fact) or a canard or even a jo1{e - not al;·rays 
easy, since all three can provide the basis for a future urban legend and may al­
ready have don� so. Perhaps this is not the pl:lce to ivax over-critical and to i.m­
sist that the Alligators in Se1vers (for instance) isn't a genuine urban legend 
bec3use it's too short ani i1:;;s no narrative development. However, recognizing that 
th� iHlnt for 11ne7f'' leg�nd.s is too far advanced to cneck1 the follOI'fing stories 
see::. to :::e ·,·10rth ·.'fa tcni-:-:g as likely urban belief tales in the making. ·:r.'lether they 
achieve th�t hallowec status will depend chiefly on their appeal or popularit,y 
among a -..ride:::- public a�d thence their expansion into more sophisticated narratives 
with requisite variations per �ach telling. As they stand, though, they reveal 
charact:!!"isti:s 1'1hich help to defir.e the essential qualities of an •.1rban belief 
story. Th� fir3� one I na�e th� • • • 

CA:ITrm JUHKIES 
Pr::.ncess Diana, as is i"Tell known, has interested herself in the problens of drug 

abuse. This social co8f.'lit::Je!'lt explains 1vhy, on a certain occasion ;'Then television 
cafficras �ere !lappily aro��a, she p3id a visit to a Customs point where dogs are 
used to sniff out the il licit nerchandise. AT/ news clip (artfQlly positioned in 
ti1e enO.-spot reser·:ed for ite1:1s 'Rhich l�ave th� •riewer smiling -- at leas�, until 
the weather report comes on) captured H.R.H. being shoi"Tn a particularly endearing 
s�all dog in the course of its d'.lties. Having duly sniffed out the esse loaded with 
deat!1-i�aling hoo-hah, the little terrieresqe pooch stn:t:ted to play to the gallery. 
It sho;·red maximQ'J 1·�luctance to release t!'le stash and as the Customs man inter­
vened to re�ove the case it law1ched itself L"l frenzied zeal at the object, even­
tually being carriea off bodily, all four feet dangling in the air, rather than 
let go. This remarlmble canine collar amply demonstrated the effectiveness of the 
dog-watch on drugs and was moreover good television. Princess Diana laughed un­
restrainedly and so, I8d guess, did we all. 

"It's not so funny at all!" an outraged-cisaged person warned my wife when she 
retold the story a week or so later. "Those dogs are addicts! Yes, to get them to 
find the drugs they keep giving them some till they're hooked! I know because a 
friend of Mrs P. 's works for the Customs 1 and • ••• " 

The fact that I've heard more absolutely-true urban legends from Mrs P. in an 
hour than I've had in a month of acute eavesdropping elsewhere -- the fact that 
Mrs P. seems to have an amazing number of friends who tell her these astonishing­
but-o@-yes-really-true tales -- is one reason for my having great hopes for the 
Canine Junkies motif. Besides that, it has the fundamental foaf authorisation 
which immediately reassures the audience and sioultaneously defies them to dis­
prove th� tale, since the foaf is an insider (here, a C&E employee) who has access 
to secrets which ;•re don't. Another good trademark is the story's specious credib­
ility. :iith hindsights, the frenzy of the dog in the TV clip could easily be in-
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te:-preted all ty�ical of the most mush-oroined Uller-abu.ser in desperate need of a 
fix. Again, the motif capitalizes on our ignorance as to how the dogs are trained 
and perhaps on vague SUilpicions that the process involves them being given samp­
les of drugs in order to teach them what the stuff tastes or smells like; there 
isn't much incredible abput the idea of training a dog to identify the scent of 
heroin, cocaine or whatever by shooting some of it into them or maybe wafting 
some beneath their fine nasal tracts. At least, not in general, casual-thinking 
terms; it's only when you get critically-psyched-up that the doubts arise. 

Finally, the tale plays with a theme highly successful in many contemporary 
legends: the Distrust of Big Organizations. Here we are being led to belive the 
worst of a Government agency - always fair game - and an authoritarian one at that. 
Nobody is required to express kindly thoughts towards H.M. Customs & Excise, so the 
message is simple: these horrible uniformed spoilsports who ruthlessly penalize 
you for bringing in an ounce of baccy or little old bottle of brandy over the limit 
deserve all the contempt you feel like shoning them. You thought they were merely 
spoilsport fascists, but look: the soulless bullies actually maltreat animals� A 
lot of people would. like to believe something like that, anyway. 

Needless to say, the villains at WE 110uld not dare to acki t any of this. :!ere 
we have the Conspiracy of Silence theme, a typi�al �oaflore failsafe: you cannot 
prove the lltory to be fiction because the only people ?rho could confirm 'Hhethcr it 
is true or false are blatantly com�tted to denying it as a matter of course and 
of self-preservation. But checking ou:t stories is exactly what folklorists are 
meant to do, so I ran6 Customs and Excise's ?ress office in London -- only to 
learn that the people whom I needed to speak witn are at R.A.F. ?levrton. They are 
the ones who actually train and supply the dogs used by e&:::. 

The key to training sniffer dogs, aB the Press O�':'icer told ::�e, is not to 3ive 
theffi daily shots in the fetlock, but to use their instinct of pla��ulness. Regard­
less o!' ;7ha t you 11ant to train a dog to find - e)..-plo3ives or drl!6S - th" t!,ing is 
"n�c:e a Gam� of": in other worJ.s, th� a!li::Jals are encour:J.ged to work by turni:-:g 
the search into a game: "You've got t o kee'p the aot; interested or it gets bored." 
Thus having a hound sniff o.ut heroin is ( fro.m a canine pob.t of view) no more ard­
uous than havi:1g to retrieve a ball which some hu-nan nutcase keeps thro\'ring away. 
?he behaviour traits o!' th� species �atter �ore than t�e hurr.an intention and also 
explains :vhy the TV subs�tances sleuth would.n 1 t let go of tbe case once it had 
located it.� dog will hold on to what it finds, espo.cially the younger ones. 
�he Press Ofi'icer told me he 1 d witnessed a display where a sniff er dog found a 
hidden pistol ( good boy: ) but then, to the embarrassment of its handler, refused 
to drop it on cue ( bad, boy, but quite funny) . 

Lika the frenetic tail-wagging that accompanies the search-procedure this seize­
and-keep tendency is "an indication that they find it great good fun." In retro­
spP.ct, the tenacity of the TV dog squares � lot better with this explanation than 
with the sugsestion it 'I'Tas the wild resistance of a demented junkie; have you ever 
tried to wrest a ball from a dog when it brings it back to you? To conclude, the 
method of training sniffer �ogs to recognise distinctive drug scents was rather 
different than getting them tQ.snort the.. stui'f ..up their ultra-sensitive nostrils. 
"An addicted dog," closed my source of information, "would be useless. Take it 
from me, it's a load of old rubbish." (Or load of junk?) . I took it from him, of 
course, but I wonder if Mrs P.'s friend at the C&E would have done. 

Speaking of Press officers -- feeling in my case, since I spent
.

two years 
trying to be one -- urban legends-cum-rumours can be very bad for th� blood 
pressure. I have occasionally fel� qualms of sympathy for harrassed McDonalds 
PR folk confronted by accusations of covering up Wormburger scandals or for their 
opposite numbers who have to listen to Kentucky Fried Rat allegations. Professor 
Brunvandls new book has considerable material on Proctor & Gamble's incisive 
efforts to refute the belief that its trademark (man-in-moon face with 13 stars) 
is a Satanist symbol; as the Professor sees it, �G would have done better to sit 
back and let the story die a natural death. (2) It may not be true that tales 
of this kind are deliberately planted by business rivals in order to discredit the 

opr;ositio:1, ·out tnere are occasional hints that some have an oblique propaganda 
value. Nhich brin.ss us to the strange and alarming reports of: 

SATELLITE Z:Ul.TH STATIONS AND RftJjiATIOi'l SICKI2SS 

s-. 

Forgive the intrusion of some trivial autobiography, but the PR post I just 
mentioned having held was with British Telecom Interaational, owners and operators 
of the satellite earth stations at Goonhilly Downs, Madley and ( more recently) 
North \'foolwich' s London Teleport. This big-dish aerials working to telecoms sate­
llites which handle our overseas telephone calls, data, TV broadcasts and much 
besides have a distinct hi-tech, sci-fi aura about them - no, it's not true that 
they're used for tr�cking UFOs - and it would be peculiar if their looming presence 
did not inspire a few spurious beliefs. So indeed they do. 

�aving a conglomeration of dish aerials foisted on your doorstep is apt to be 
something of a c�lture shock. One of the questions a BTI spokesperson learns to 
anticip.-.te 1vhen a new satellite eart!: station project is being mooted before the 
public concerns the supposed dangers of microYave radiation: to wit, will the local 
populace su�'denly go down \Vi th giddiness, diarrhoea or plagues of boils and the 
like as e res'.ll.t of the dish "leaking" electrical energy? 

':.'ne ans·.7er ( truthfu2.ly) is a positive negative. �he radiated poner is too prec­
isely aligned between satellite and aerial in the first pl3ce and too weak in the 
second. The strength of a signal received from a telecoms satellite in geostation­
ary orbit over the �;uator has been compared with the amount of heat �hich would 
reacn Earth from a single-bar electric fire someo;vhere on the Moon. (Some fact, eh? 
I bet you'd like to know where I got it. Well, it has been stolidly repeated in 
just about every i3TI Pre:ss release or publicity brochure on satcoms ever since the 
opening of Goonhilly in 1962. As folklorists, you 111 knm1 that any story o;vhich 
survives as long as th3t has to be true) . It woula be rath3r silly to climb up a 
dish aerial ani spra·.-rl over th� central feed - at least, I presume it would, though 
2:1 ve n =·rer l:eard o� anyone c:loi "!g it - and there is also something which is called 
"sB.elobe raG.i:.tion" th2-t la�rpersons mii;ilt in':;eri)ret as overspill from tne dish, 
but it is ":;:)o wea:c to hurt anyone. It's more se:1si":>le to go in feer of your T"l set. 

�o ::langer, t�en - �,ut a grO\vth of satellit earth statiorv'radiation sickness rumour� 
has see�ed a likelihood for a lJng time. Tne reasons aren't far to seek. 

First and ::1ost obvious, there is already an established canon of micro-,rave urban 
legends, prir.cipally those o;vhere a •.7et dog/ ea t/h-...unan head is placed in one to dr-.f 
it off all the quicker and ends up by being cooked or by exploding. These tales have 
been interpreted as expressions of distrust in modern technology, especially the kind 

which invades our homes as gadgetry at the expense of the old, tried ways of life. 
(3) You can roast a dog in an ordinary gas-oven -- and there are tales to prove 
it -- but� makes no sense to do so o:n grounds of saving time. The pet comes to _ 

grief because the microwave is so amazingly fast and because its owner doesn't 
really understand the perils of the appliance. 

Second, people do not understand ( and consequently fear) radiation • . This is 
necessarily the source and the dedoubler of eerie tales of its awesome powers (real 
or imagined). Then.there are the reports.of mystery illnesses connected in popular 
belief with electric power in general - all rejected out of hand by those ·respon- · 

sible for the power supply in question, of course. The celebrated Fishpond Bottom 
enigma is one notorious case in point, (4) but far better known are the scare­
stories of defective ovens and televisions or again the rumpurs about military/ 
espionage use of radiation. Without inowing too much about the subject, it all males 
horrible sense to us - doubly so when a writer like Walter Bowart ia delineating 
the microwave bombardment of the American Embassy in Moscow one moment and General 
Electric's recall of 90,000 X-ray-leaking colour TV sets in May 1968 the next. (5) 
Microwaves are bad news and the big organizations responsible for the hardware that 
emits them never own up when something goes wrong- the Conspiracy of Silence motif 
again. 

The specific charge is that micro wave radiation can cause anything from nausea, 
headaches and fainting to disorientation, hallucination and cancer, not to mention 
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sterility. ?hat oucn 1s true - radiatio� � do that. Cert�i� ty-�es of appliances 
usir.g radistion !tave been withdre1vn from til� tn:!rket for fear of radiation health 
risk - that again is n 1 t disputed. i'/ha t 17e nee C. to do no-.7 is to ask whether there 
is any concrete proof that this pollutive leakage of radiation has ever been 
reported from satellite earth stations. 

It's an important query, too, because the age of direct broadcasting satellite 
TV and cable TV is daWning - or so we are told by those with co�ercial intersts 
in direct br�adcasting satellite- and cable TV. The dish aerials are amongst us 
and I believe that oniy a miracle can avert a flood of • • •  well, maybe not of 
radiation itself, but of scary new urban legends connected with it. Given the 
understandable disquiet over many "invisble energy'' sources at present, such a 
development would be logical enough. Who will be first to see a crow/pigeo� any 
other bird you care to name instant-roasted in a dish antennae) Hhich friend of a 
friend will tell Mrs P. how her neighbour grew hor� after somebody installed a 
rooftop satcoms station? 

The ans·,7er, my friend, is pulsing in the slq • . • •  the ans11er is pulsing in the 
sky. Or even pulsing in The Guardian for March 10 1986. In case you missed it • • • •  

(see report Page 7). This,as they say, is a sensitive area. I am reluctant to 
declare the story just quoted a veritable urban legend or even a protolegend, 
especially as a statement of that kind might a�pear an attack upon th-� credibility 
of the Peace �:ovese!'lt (and ind.eeli upon The Guardian). �:o doubt the inforr::ation ·:ras 
given to Gareth Parry i� good faith and W-E>.s used by him i� t�e same man�er: bat is, 
·oath informstion anC. journalist believed what he/she w�s sa:ri�g �r:;.s nothing bss 
than the absolute truth. Even so, the article has a certain e?eciousness wni�!t �isht 
nark it amm as a co-:1tem1)arary le.;end. Ta:�en ili th t!le other J;:i':ro·.7ave shock-
stories just ;-tentioneC., ';le hilv·� to ch)ose between thi:-'..ting that a secret raci.:.tion­
hor:-or i3 a:�:::mt to ':nrst upo:t •.lS or t:1e.t e :--.e;, car.on of urban oelief tales is :3oing 
the rou .. "-:'.e . :.:y :.:'ore,:oi!:g re:::ar:r.:s 0'1 ti3 i:1ti:::at� !"elst.!.o:1sh::.p tet":r�en satellite 
eer-t� st3ti::>�3, microwave fears and foaflore as a '":1ole inclir.es !:le to·.-;ards tile 
second optio:1.. 

0:1 article of' folklo!"ist faith -3oes that 7/henever ;tau look for hard eviience in 
an urban lese:1d1 yo•.1 fin:l only foafs. Here ·.1e see:: to have not o:1e fon.f, but ''at 
least 4011 wnose accounts are made to see::: credi"::>le by the. fact they are prese�ted 

• to us by (a) a senio� lecturer on epidem::.ology from a ��versity medical body and 
(b) by a natio:1al ne�spaper. Dr Farro71 is an authori� figure ilhose role is to set 
the seal of corroboration on the story; if anyone should be able to decide whether 
the peace women have a esse, it must be him - an expert in epidemiology- surely? 
And then, of course, there is the implied Press corroboration: The GUardian would 
not print the thing if there wasn't some kind of evidence to support it, would they? 
(".Thy, I can hear a few of you s riiggering ··out there!) • 

- · · · · · · · ·· 

But what are the bones of the story? A number of women are said to be suffering 
from headaches, disziness, lapses of concentration and memory: "symptoms which are 
consistent with -the lmovm neurophysica� effects of electromagnetic waves.11 Row do 
we know that those-symptoms are consistent with the neurophysical effects of EM? 
JJainlybecause the writer just told us so, But most people will have heard. some­
thing along those lines - that radiation causes certain effects including, perhaps, 
just those listed; and a few will retain vague memories of the defective ovens scare 
or m�ybe the U.S. Embassy Microwave Blitz. It thus seems more or less a credible 
story so far • • • • - - ·> · : -� _ -· · -� {�·::. ·:- :�, 

Just when the tale seems to fiag a little, in come· another credibility-enforcer •. 

Apparently "academic research into similar claims" to those of the Greenham Common . :. � · ­

women is 11 being conducted in Canada." This may tell readers that M:c Parry's. report .. 
is all the more·relaible since (by inference) the EM effects.it.de�with .. are not .. 
uniqu e, nor are the claims concerning them. If the Canadian academics (more 

' · 

authority figures�) are taking these allegations seriously, that we.:may depend. 
upon it that the allegations are worth taking seriously. After all,.academics don't 
do thin!S for fun and they wouldn't conduct research if there wasn't anything to 
conduct research into. Unfortunately o:C·not, this reference to "similar claims" 

Peace 'votnen 

fear electronic 

zapping �t base 
By Gareth Parry 

Doctors are compiling a 
report on the condition of a 
number of Grcenham Conu':"lon 
peace women who have had 
symptoms which are consistent 
with the known neurophysio� 
logical PfTl•cts of clcctronwg­
nctic waves, or low level 
radiation. 

These symptoms range from 
headache and dizziness to diffi· 
culties of concentration or 
memory. F�ars of ltlectronic 
u zapping " h�ve led . peace 
women at the camp to· kerp a 
record of ill-effects reported 
by thvir groups over the past 
year. . 

· 

Claims that this has revealed 
a pattern of illness will be 
presented by the peacewomen 
at a media briefing in London 
today. They will report that ;�t 
least 40 women present at dif· 
fNent points around the nine­
mile perimeter of . tho 
American cruise nib:;ile base 
have experienced similar symp­
wms, at tho sarpe times. 

Dr Stephen · Farrow, chair� 
man of the Medical Campaign 
Against Nuclear Weapons said 
yesterday: " We arc now com­
piling evidence about the 
claims made · by the ·women. 
There is obviously a great deal 
of inteJlest in what they say; it 
&eems feasible, although a lot 
of it is anecdotal, and we're 
very thin on evidence." · 

Dr Fa,·row. who is srnior 
lecturer in epidemiology at- the 
UnivE:'rsity College of Wales 
l\lcdical College said that aca­
tl<!mic research .. into similar 
claims was being conducted m 
Canada. , 

· 

The _symptoms coulci be 
related to the powerful and 

secret electronic rnicrowaye 
satellite communications appa­
ratus used at the missile base. 
If this is so, it would indicate 
unhealthy emissions are being 
radiated into the Berkshiw 
countryside. 

On the other hand the 
American military have an in- � 
truder detection system called 
BISS, Base Installation Secu­
rity System which operates on 
a sufficiently high frequency 
to bounce radar waves off a 
human body moving in the vi· 
cinity of a perimeter fence. 

A similar British system has 
been developed and has been 
acquired by the Ministry of 
Defence since April, 1984. Se· 
curity at Greenham is a Brit· 
ish responsibility but it is nol 
known whether equipment of 
this type has been installed 

Some Greenham women be· 
lieve that the symptoms are 
the result of an attempt to 
drive them away from their 
protest siege of the missile 
base. 

Other· peace women claim 
they are being assaulted by, 
what the military calls elec· 
tronic warfare, as part of a 
"field trial.'• 

The Grecnham women claim 
that meter tests outside the 
camp, taken at times when 
women have experienced the 
symptoms, have shown a 
marked increase in background 
microwave signal levels. Thry 
also say the symptoms arc 
more pronounced when cruise 
missile convoys leave the 
camp. 

Th<:' Ministry of Defence d<:'· 
nies that any form of elcC'· 
tronic signals are being used 
on the women. 
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and Canada ceans something to tally different to a folklorist - for exar:rple, that 
the:same set of rumourised urban legends has been recorded o� the opposite side 
of the Atlantic, too. 

People are supposed to place respectful trust in academics who are doing research 
- well, some of the time. They are also encouraged to respond in the same way to 
technology - well, some of the time - because both are prone to infallibility. The 
alleged radiation poisoning receives a second injection of credibility when we read 
that it has been measured instrumentally by "meter tests." Just as well, too, because 

· otherwise some meanie might· pretend that all those symptoms were purely subjective, 
or at the very least that the purported cause of them was. The introduction of han� 
hardware, though, puts this out of the running. The Women can back their claims by 
pointing to a machine which "proves" they were not imagining it at all. 

I would like to know what kind of meters they used - like those employed to take 
readings during the Dragon Project's research at megalithic sites, perhaps? I would 
also like to know how reliable these meters are held to be by electronics experts, t:e 
the base or background microwave signals from which the "marked increase" referred 

to in the text \7as gauged and also what that increase amounted to. i'Tot;'Tithstanding, I 
can live i'iithout all that date; �-et i� ap::>ears to ne virtually i:npossible for ar.y­

one to sho·.v a direct causal rela tions�ip bet;1een the allesed- S}'T.Ipto�s anC. the reporte�: 
meter read.i:-!.;s. Co�e to that, the co-or.!ination o� th� �ptocs rri th the me3sure�ent 
process sound..s a lH:le. too facile. ("iiey, guys, I feel a hea::.a-::!1! co�i:-,.; on. ·;:ho's 
got t::.a t 3!� oeter?"). 

.�C. I sholdn 1 t be too sur:priseli L.' some sceptLF-1 soul C<::al t ::eavily ·.1i:r, b:>se 
Sju:;:>toms "co!'lsist:!n ·:rith the kno;1 ne"Jr"J?\';sical �:-:e�ts of: electr·J::3gnetir:: waves.'' 
"Consiste:-,t ·;:it:"1" isn't th sa:!le a:; ''caused by"; asai�, it ·:rot:l-: ':'!very hor::. to prove 
th�! s·:::;nto=3 ·:;are :l1·<: result of��� :me ::othin:; elsa, es:;:>'3cially e.s t:-,� ones des:r:;.bed 
in :.:r· P;:-!"�r1s a:�ticle i�igh-!; tc at':rilJuted to anyo::e fro.:. a '.'i:;.ole :c."!ii:al iictio:1ar:r o:� 
ail::e::ts. ;,.. :-e::.l '!..y •r:.ci::ms sce�tic ::i.::;ht ;;_;o f;.u-t:'l::r an:! 'cl10::.e t::e::: on nutr:. tio:-;al J.e:'­
i:i�nc�', :1ys teria. o:- th..: kini of para :-.Jia ;·rn:.c� lee..: s cr.izop�renic;; to 3'.1.3 p.:c t their 
next-door nei�i1bours of blasting t!lem t:lrouE;h the aajoining house ;'I' all 7ti t:�. a s�cret 
de a th-ra". There is no evidence that I knm7 of to prove the Peace ·;r omen are nutrition­
all·.r deficient, n�'sterical or schizophrenic, but tnat v10n't stop some people. However, 
her; is -t:i1e story's first urban legend failsafe. Raaiation is he.rru'ul and since its 
effects mL�ic the symptoms reported by the women are not caused by other illnesses, 
physi:al and/or mental. E·ut it is just as impossible to prove that they are .!l2.:t. cau3ed 
by radiction. Or indeed by telepathi-::allj•-transr:itted blac!<: mrgic • • •  or the influence 
o:' Halley1s Co!!!et. Since you can't disprove it, t!:.� thing� just be true. 

Onrall, the story obser'les the best contemporar-; le3end con•rention of utilising 
popular belief on so�e topic to support a nore imaginative ex:ension. �he graduation 
frorr. a:cefted fc.ct (anO. it ma-'.;t.::rs nothing t4at i� s�ientific ter.J:S.that "fact" is a 
fall:;.cy or aal!'-truth) to hypothe-!;ical. .ioplications co;npares ;iith H.G. i'lells I defini­
tion of horr he caw.e to write novels like "The ',Jar of the Norld.s." Start with a genera­
lly unchallenged belief; develop it imaginatively by application of the "\'/hat I"'Ould 
happen if • . •  " formula. It worked excellently for him in his early days and it still 
works for urban legends • Someone says there are canals on tiars • • •  canals mean that Liars 
is inhauited • • •  what would happen if the Martians landed in Dorking? Microwave ovens 
cook meat in spectacularly swift and thorough tashion • • • what woulc happen if a live dog 
was trapped in one? Radiation is potentially harmful • • •  it could be used by the milit­
ary • • •  it �used for something like that by the Russians (the U.S •.. Embassy·caper) • ••. 

what would happen if at Greenham Common ••• ? · ' ' ·  " 

.In practic, though, the article's fra�ework isn't quite so. simple because it does 
not depend on exploitation of one motif, but gets the most out of two •. The women's. 
symptoms could relate tci "the powerful_ and. secret electronic microwave· satellite commu­
nications used at ·the missile base .. If this is so it would indicate unhealthy emiss- · · 

ions are being radiated into the Berkshire cou."ltryside." Notice t.'le emotive words ( 11 powerful and secret'' • •• ''unhealthy emissions"). This is :Patently the. kind of m.icro­
wave/satellit earth statio�pollution motif which I mentioned at the start of the 

. .  � .. · ;! : 
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section -- ar::ident1!l but re:t>rehensible. However, the seconC. cotif takes a different 
line of att;;.cz. The source of the trouble may be deliberate, more frighteningly mil­
itaristic venture; the ominously-acronymic BISS �ight be bouncing radar off human 
targets in a nefarious field .test of the latest minq/body-control technology! if so 
this bodes no good for the Greenham Commoners, but none for us either, sirice the 
fiends who are giu:i.ng it a dry run may soon t!"ain the thing on us. This is fantastic 
enough, so corroboration must be introduced at this point. Readers are told that such 
horror-machines truly exist in a sentence announcing that the Ministry of Defence has 
purchased such a system. It ·may not be at Greenham Common, but can we accept the 
MoD's assurance that no form of electronic signal is being used on the women? 6f course 
not. They are bound to deny it, just as C&E is bound to deny its dogs are junkies -
the Conspiracy of Silence failsafe again. 

So what guarantee is there that the story is genuine fact and not foaflore? Assuming 
that the women are affected as stated, there is (according to Dr Farrow, who clearly 
gives substance� the account - which is what an authori� figure is ueant to do) 
there is "a �eat deal of interest in what they say; it seems fe11sible." But on the 
other hand he admits that a lot ·or it is anecdotal and we're very thin on evidence." 
A cynic would take that as meaning there isn-'t any evidence at all - as indeed might 
an urban legend collector. !.leanwhile we await the promised report from the doctors 
(first sentence para. L) with interest. Maybe by the time this issue of "Folklore 
Frontiers" comes out you'll know better than I do. 

For the moment it is too early to say that the Zapped Women of Greenham Common are 
definitely the stars of a new urban legend. I have given reasons for suspecting that 
they might be - I hope without giving offence to the supporters of the Peace Movement 
and not in any dogmatic spirit becuase my reasons may be wholly wrong. In some ways, 
the idea o:' this ne·.1s item being folklore is infinitely preferable to the alternatives: 
ei�her �ha: satellite �arth stations are poiscning th; at�osphere � tnat th� wili�,ry 
bs -::·:!���:. •.:;: :.no:�-.�r ne:!)Cn t·J e·1.:. '!:!.1 ·.7eOt:>Ons. 5h�·JLc i-'; ;?ro•:e to be ar: u:-"ojin le;;;­
�n�, t:1� 3-::�:· ,y:���·: s·.!-_-�1: .. r:3 eal or.�'! �o.oogain ha .. =- cc""!�e::&por<J.r;r �""ears , susTI�:i::>l"'.Z a:-_= 
e•re:1 -t:1� bel.i.!fS o:' certain sel�c-'; groups (here the Gr� .m .. �am Co:n:::on ','iomen ) ca•1 fin: 
expression b�· ad.a:>tin5 a piece of folklore to its or.n needs. 

3ut let's sti·:�.o: to :h� r·;l9s. An incred;lli ty-si;r-etch:_ns or o+.h�:..·;;i.3e dubious tah 
car: 0:-'2..:· 1.J! cla3.:3d &s a:-; urban le.:;e�:l. i�1 it is :'ou.'1:: i!l. quantity .a:-1.·.! ;rith varia::.t 
for:; a-:ross a si,.;-.1i.!'i.::ant nu::!bcr o�� loc1! tions 1 pre:'er&'Jly inclu:.ing some fro:! oth!r 
.::oa..'1t::-i�s. I have c.lreact· said. th3 t the r3di:\ tion-po1.h•tio!V' satellite earth station 
raotif a:;:>)�·;.:·s to £'ul!'ili tna t c::-i terion, '.Jut far mo:::-e exa::�pl-�s ere needed to U?s:::-::.cie 
it to a " gent:.ine" urban beli�t tal:e. This apllies just as strongly to the Canine 
Ju.'1.1cies. 

.A.s -�;:·.e e.:::.:�or of a ae.:.'ur.-::t boys' paper "lfa3 >tont to say: Ove !o 
·- :You, Readers! . . ··- --·- ... 

�rotes: 1, Jan :-rarold Brunvand� The Vanishing Hitchhiker ... , Pan ed., 1983, p1�2 .. 
See also definition under "Glossary." 

2, Jan Harold 3runvand: The Choking Doberman. '.7 i'l Norton, 1984, pp 169-186 .. 
3, Bru.'1van-i, The Vanishing Hi tchhi.ker • • •  , pp56-58! . _ 

4, Guy Lyon Playfair: "Po"lfer Struggle at Fishpond," The UnexplaL"led 6r� �·- UO),, 
pp2194-2197. �\I·. 

5, Walter Bowart: Operation Mind Control. Fontana,.l-978, pp266-268 ... . _. :,oo:�·:·�··J :?·_::·_g. �L�. 

� , . , · ·. · . ' ..... �;·�··�:�::;. · < :. ; :.b�2�f'1;1Yff�)1 B)'' ERAN�ALLAUf# .: .... , .,� ., .... ,,:11: • .• :.:. 
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-�.�,�� -�1;;· .€i�5t.·f� �r�l� :�t�ft-�� : �;�:;:��� . MOOT nationai'·ciailles. giv&·enormous ':·.:.-·;;�r;:.;-; 
prominence to sensatio� Cold War �·t··=.· 

_stories; they fail to print official ·; t· ·· 

refutation; and tha Press. Council. then 
disallows. complaints.- ..:-::,._._ ... ,. :.""" ; ... � 

�t- :��-·�· _.-:·;·:�-�- ... ' f· ��:;. 
.. : .. ·�.fA·�.: 

,;. .. 



10 . 
- t -

;�- .Here · is -?case iri pOint. ··on whtch · _ 

I the Council's decision· reached me a . ' 
1 few davs a2o. . . -. . ... ·; .w-�-..;. - '•  

. 
: -:' , 

1 -. .. ��tJS�I�NS · USE SPY DUST ON 
: ENVOYS : . .  American diplomats in . 
' Moscow . have been exposed to - a _ 

cancer-causing spy 'dust which the 
KGB used to check their movements, 
the US revealed last night;" · . -

That was the . splash in the Da�ly· Mail on August 22 last:- The Datly Telegraph not only led with the story; 
; it cov�red most of two pages. . -

The Daily Express (page 1) read 
"Reagan -raps Russia over -spy spray 
cancer scare." · 

The Sun, too ran this - doub�ul 
piece of propaganda on page 1 wtth 
the head "KGB 'Spy Spray' Row." 
(They did, however, rep�rt _the next 
day that the Russians dtsmtssed the 
claim>. · , _ 

The Daily Mirror used the ;,story 
more briefly (on page 2) headed Penl 
of Spy Tracer." 

The Daily Mail . continued: "'The 
invisible dust was sprayed on �ats, 

- steering wheels, door fram�s �nd any 
object the diplomats were hkely to 
touch. 

"The most commonly used of these 
chemical . tracking agents," it . re­
ported, "is Nitro Phenyl _Pentadten, 
or N PPD . It is descrtbcd _as a 
mutagen, which causes- changes in 
cel l structure but can also cause 
cancer." · · · · 

Six weeks la�r the Telegraph, to 
its credit did print ( in three inches 
sic on page 2) a report, headed ,"!3rit­
ish Cars Free of KGB Spydust . 

Foreign Office officials in Moscow 
reported after an enquiry that th�re 
was no sign of th� chemtcal t�ckmg 
agent. The Amencans; too, satd th.e 
Telegraph, declared they had no evt· 
dence. 

The other dail ies no doubt had seen 
the Telegraph refutation < which 
came from a Foreign Office priefing). 
Not one of them printed it. 

r· Just at a time when the Geneva 
peace talks were taking place the 
Great British Public were themselves · covered with a further layer of poiso­

. no\1$ propaganda dust aim� �t rein­
forcing anti -Soviet· preJud.tce. It 

· hel� to condition; �e- _mm� of · millions to accept mth� prepara� 
tioy!t.' 

· th-� . letter �iv�d f;om - the · 
Press Council _ gives as 1ts only ­
"reason" for disallowing �y ·charge , 
that "complaints of s�c.1ent subst-

. anee to warrant adjud1catlon had not 

been established." What further sub-
stance did they want! · . . I fully support the NUJ dec1s1�n to 
withdraw from the· Press Cou':c1l. I� 
is overloaded with the propneto� 
men; it has no powe� . to �mre 
publication of its d�c!s1on m the 
offending papers; and 1t 1s if<> ,slow\ s_o 
that by the time the Coundl reports 
the damage has been done. (lt _took 

. them seven months in my·case before 
: they sent a decision). - . · . 

· I first heard the story on the: BB9 
news. But as · the Press Counctl · 

doesn't handle complaints about 
broadcasts I didn't take it up with the_ 
CounCil. Instead I wrote direct ����. 
BBC. The reply I received says: - - · _ 

"The reason for the delay is tha� we _ 

have done some exhaustive ch�kmg. 
I feel sure that somewhere m our 

. output we carried _ something of a 
denial but I have to confess that I can 
find n� trace of it in our news sum-. 

- meries and bulletins of the 16 and 17 
October." (That was the date of the 
Telegraph refutation). - : 

"We have also looked at the ,index 
of our News Information Bureau and 

· drawn a blank." · . · · · · · . · 
We might have expected · htgher 

standards from the Beeb. · 

11 . 
' Er:e Ma t. e . Yo§2 Rt<�1'6�� ' To Ve ny s? 

The Phantom Hitch�Hiker <PHH > tale is well known to all students of folklore , whether it be trad itiona l or contemporary. Ever since that fateful day in the s i xteenth century <or before ! > ,  when the first PHH thumbed a lift on a passing mail coach, the PHH has followed man as he has progressed through various forms of transport . PHH stories are a common enough tale in relation to cars and motor cycles, and have even according to a recent article()� been identified on public transport. In add ition to this-, the tale is found in a somewhat diffedng form in connection with other modes of travel ,  such as 'planes and ocean l iner s ,  where it crops up as '•the disappearing passenger '� Recently I came across an article in an old copy of �9� which may be a new variant of the PHH and one which takes the motif into the UFO era . The story is as follows . 
In the early hours of August 27." , 1972, an Argentinian mechanic named Eduardo Dedeu was returning to his home by car when he noticed a man hitching a l ift <in some versions Dedeu is approached whilst fixing the car radio aeria l ) . He was dressed in a coat w ith the col lar turned up, and a cap cover�ng . his head , making it extremely difficult for Dedeu to see h is face. Dedeu stopped and -the man got in but when Dedeu asked his _destination , the man , whose face Dedeu . . iater described as "elongated · :  answered u nintel ligiblly <other versions state that the noise of the radio prevented Dedeu · understanding what the hitch -:;h iker - was saying > .  Further conversation met with the same response and they travelled in si lence until the 7 1 0km mark , when suddenly the car l ights went out and Dedeu had to stop . As he stopped Dedeu noticed what he thought at first was a bus overturned on the road , w ith a large blue l ight in the centre and two small white lights at the s ide . Dedeu got out of the car and was immediately blinded by an intense flash of wh ite light and at the same moment felt intense heat which made him shelter behind the car door . All this took place in a few seconds , and when he was able to look up,  he could see the object was now moving away to the left , and had a green l ight on the underside and wh ite l ights i n  the w indows. Getting back into the car he found the mysterious hitch h iker had vanished , leaving the door open and the door handle on the floor as the on ly ind ication that he had .ever been there. The car l ights came back on at the same moment , a l lowing Dedeu , who was som�what shaken , to drive to the next town where he reported his �xperience to the Pol ice , who interv iewed him for four hours in the presence of a �uctor . His account was taken to be serious and coherent by the Pul ice, and the 9octor could find nothing wrong w ith him . This story would appear to be a beautifu l ,  if bizarre, synthesis of PHH and UFO ta le , creating both a new PHH and UFO variant.  To begin w ith we have a dr iver , a lone on a road in the early hours offering a iift to a hitch : h iker , which is, w i th accepted variations , the basis of all PHH tales. The journey continues, until the car lights go out ,  a classic UFO vehicle interference symptom , followed by the driver actually encountering a ''UFO " i n  the road , together with physiological effects , a CE l in fact. From there the story returns to the classic PHH mould with the passenger · having vanished , the only mark of his passing being the door handle on the floor of the car . Of course the �ol ice , and in this case, the medical profession , are involved , adding val id ity to what wou ld otherwise be · a totally unbelievable- story. The impl ication is , ' of course , that the hitch � iker was an a lien returning , v ia the UFO to who knows where , but whatever the implication , this story . joins the ranks of the PHH tale and adds to i t  a variant which , to my knowledge, has not <yet > been repeated . ; . . The differences between the PHH part of Dedeu 's tale and the more . traditional PHH story are fairly obvious ; the h itch hiker was a man as opposed to a young girl  <male PHH 's do occur though > , the h itch hiker vanished from the vehicle <presumably>  after it had stopped <the hitch h iker usually vanishes whi lst the car is i n  motion > , and there is no ' ' identification '', e ither through a veri fiable . address or item of clothing found at a grave although the identification may not be necessary as it is •obvious " that the UFO took the h itch hiker and therefore that he was an a l ien as opposed to the more usual PHH who is a ghost. 

The majority of PHH 's are portrayed as being dead, coming from , and presumably returning to , the grave . Death is another world and the idea of a PHH going into space as opposed to the grave is intrigu ing , as how more �otherworldly '' can you get 
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than the idea of a l iens , UFO s and space? This to my m i nd adds fuel to the idea 
that all entity exper iences , whether they be ufonauts , fair ies or the PHH , do come 
from an otherwor ld - that of the human m indr-clothed in the appropriate tempora l and 
cultural garb . 

Dedeu 's PHH/UFO variant cou l d  have been the resu lt of some k ind of 
hallucinatory state brought about by travel l ing alone , late at n ight . This has been 
suggested many t imes in relation to nocturna l UFO encounters and so it  would seem 
reasonable to apply it in this case . The hallucinatory nature of the event is 
stressed perhaps by the strangeness of the manS clothes , features and speech and 
even more so by the UFO i nter lude . But the facet of the story wh ich suggests some 
form of halluc ination m ore than any other is the way i n  wh ich the van ish ing of the 
h i tch h iker coincides w ith the d isappearance of the UFO and the car l ights com i ng 
back on , indicat ive of a sudden return or •snap . back '' to norma l i t y .  

Dedeu later clai med t h a t  he h a d  seen UFC s o n  previous occas ions , t h u s  putting 
h im in the category o f  a "repeater ' '  witness , who are a l legedl y  susceptible to many 
forms of paranormal experience,  and aga i n  this adds weight to the whole encounter , 
PHH , UFO and a l l  com ing f rom h is own m ind . 

Most of the above is speculat ion , as would be any theorising as to the reasons 
why Dedeu saw and experienced what he d id over , say an image more. s u i ted to the 
Argentinian psyche . There w i l l  be those who read the story and see �s a complete 
fabricat ion , a l though a hoax compris ing of the best parts of PHH an d. UFO lore 
emanating from Argentina i n  1 972 is hard to bel ieve , and those who take i t  at face 
value, Dedeu actua l ly g i v ing a l i ft to a real extraterrestrial who is later taken on 
board a UFO , and we ca nnot eas i l y  d iscard either theory . I see it  as a good example 
of an entity case com prising both PHH and UFO imagery both of which are common 
throughout the wor ld , and stemm ing origina l ly from the m ind fol low ing some form of 
stimu lus , whether natural or paranorma l ,  thus being participative folk lore . Perhaps 
many more folktales orig i nate from some form of paranormal human experience than 
the old guard of folk lorists g ive cred it for . 

Exactly why this PHH var iat ion isn 't more widel y  c ircu la ted and re .-located i n  
s l ightly different f o r m  isn 't clea r .  Perhaps it i s  too bizarre t o  captUl e peoples 
imagination , UFC··s not exactly being a part of everyday l i f e ,  or perhaps the UFO 
age is sti l l  too young for the tale to have been rE ' located . Only t ime w i l l  te l l .  

The line between folk lore and paranormal event ca n b e  very thi n  a t  times but 
it is on that l ine where the m ost i n teresting and imag inative tales are to be found . 
Notes : 1 :  Xagonia 1986, Article by K .Goss . 

2 :  F.t?� Vof. 1 8 1 No.6 J 19721  "The H i tch Hiker From Space·� by Jane Thomas . 
General referJnce: X .Goss "Evidence for Phantom Hitch H ikers •; Aquarian Press 1 1 982 
�Visions ,Appa r i t ions , A l ien V is itors '� H i lary EvansJ Aquarian Press1 1984 . 

·;:H:\.T A S�A� ! S kye artis t To::t::y i.�acKenzie pic t•..tred dur-
�nt; !tis pre-nuptial blacking by s o-call�d frie nds in 
Portree . S tripp�d to :tis socks and. U!'lderpants , the victim 
at one point appealed to the large cro·.vd to lay on more 
fea thers to provide extra insulation agains t the cold � 
The woman \Vho was to be his bride , S usan Milne , from Uig, 
kept a s afe distance . (i1es t Highland Free Pres s ,  
21/5/86) .  
q.,gp-.:�"'��·�§1'1-����� 

THE FSYC!ITC QUESTING CONFERENCE. This will be pres ented 
by the Centre for Earth Mys teries S tudies in London on 
Uovember l.. Main speakers are Andrew Collins , Graham 
Philllps , Marion S underland and Jenny Randle s .  Ticke ts 
£5 . Full details from 75b S t  Gabriel ' s  Roa d ,  London NW2 .  

KEY MEN • • •  Oave Hobinson with his Cot/catcher mates Tony Hann, 

George Birks anti Richard Plant. - (M. 4007) 
l'vfi HL , HA� T L C PGo a., 

• o/ 6 1 '( ' . 

A N G L E R D. a v i d  
R o b i n s o n a n d  h i s  
mates landed a catch ' 
with a difference on B 

t:m::trrtr�r:mr= by rm:trt:[=lt=tttn 
Shella Elgey 

:��r��r���t%Mm��mrmrr�rtftttltttt����rri�f} 
bait-digging trip. 

F o r  t h e y  h o o k e d  a n  
unwanted R registration 
Chevette estate car from 
an exasperated O.A. P. 

The group from . Harden 
Cod Catchers Club were 
heading for Berwick when 
th e y  spo tted an elderly 
couple trudging along tl1e 
r o a ds ide c a rryin g  s u i t­
cases. 

Taking pity on the pair 
they stopped to give them a 
lift. 

The pensioners said their 
car had broken down and 
they were heading for · the 
nearest bus station. 

A n d w h e n  t h e c o d  
c a t c h e r s ' v a n  dropped 
them off at Berwick, the 
man tossed f1is car keys 
across to David and said: 
"Here, you can have the 

damn t11ing. I 'm sick of it 
breaking down ! "  

" W e  were st}e e c h loss 
and thought he must be 
j o k in g , b u t  t h e r.  j u s t  
wondered off and left us 
with the keys, " said Dsvid (33},  of N i n t h  S tr J. e t, 
Harden. 

"We weren 't sure wha t  
t o  d o  because this sort of 
thing doesn 't happen every 
day. We hadn 't seen the 
car, and thought it might 
be s tolen. " 

The group of good sa­
maritans decided to report 
their "catch " to Berwick 
police and ask advice. 

' ' I t h i n k  t h e  p o l i c e  
thought we were crackers 
at first, " said Da vid. 

The anglers found the car 
on their way home from 

Berwick, but by . the time 
they arrived two wheels 
and the battery had been 
stolen. 

" W e t h o u g h t  a b o u t  
trying to tow it home, but 
gave up on the ides and just 
left it for police to sort 
out, " said Dsvid. 

Today police in Berwick 
said they are still trying io 
trace the owners, who are 
thought to live in Dundee, 
and the abandoned car 
could be towed a way as a 
wreck by the local council. 

"it 's a pity we didn 't get 
to it before the vandals 
b e c a u s e  th e b o d y  was 
quite sound, and we could 
have done it up and sold it 
f o r  a f e w h u n d r e d  
pounds, " said David. 

And he · added: "From 
now on we 'll pick up any­
one who has had a car 
breakdown In case th e 
s a m e  t h i n g  h a p p e n s  
again. " 

1 3 . 
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Man believe woman 
was · 1 imprisoned ' 
in power talion 

A MAN tried to get 
I n t o  H a r t l e p o o l ' s  
nuclear power station 
because he thought a 
woman was being held 
captive in the reactor 
r o o m ,  m a g i s t r a t e s  
heard toltay. 

Michael Brennan, (42), of 
W a r r e n  R o a d ,  a d m i t t e d  
causing a breach o f  the peace 
outside the power plant last 
night. 

Prosecutor Veronica Wilson HARTLEPOOL POWER STATION 
told the court the defendant curity guards called the police 
entered the site i l legally as a when the defendant continued 
security guard was checking a shouting and waving his arms. 
tanker. "One of the guards thought 

She said when challenged the man was going to have a 
by the guard Brennan told him f i t .  
he was a plumber. "But when a police officer 

She said the socuritr guard arrived Brennan ran off across 
asked the defendant i he had Tees Road causing cars to 
a pass but Brennan continued brake and swerve," she said . 
to walk towards a restricted Miss Wilson said Brennan 
area of the site. had told the officers to keep 

Miss Wi l so n  told magis- a w a y  b e  ea u s e  he h a d  
!rates Brennan then turned "bacteriological blood on his 
round abruptly and left the hands". 
site where he continued to B r e n n a n ,  w h o  was n o t  
shout at  security guards from represented, told magistrates 
the road. he had gone onto the site 

The prosecutor said the se- because he thought a �<?man 

- with whom he had been 
corresponding for over 22 
years - was being held in .the 
stat ion's reactor room agamst 

• her wi l l .  
" I  went  to the power station 

with a view to meet a woman I 
thought was being held in the 
power station reactor room 
against her wil l ," Brennan 
told the court. 

The court was told that 
when Brennan was arrested 
he had refused to give his 
name or address to the police. 

He agreed to be bound 
over in  the sum of £ 1 00 for 1 2  
months. 

·--"-�-------- - - =------
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SEX 'HOOLIGAN' 

CLOD- HOPPERS! SOIL 
S;tOWER HITS VILLAGE , .  

� SuN 1 6/7/96 
· Self taught 
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� 
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A Chinese pop star, Zhang 
Xing 23, who made two fans 
preg�ant nine times has lost .  a� 
appeal again�� a t�ree�yea�. Jai l  
sentence for hoohgamsm. All 
the pregnancies were aborted.· 

V I l l agers ran for cover yester­
day when their homes were 
"bombed " from 2,000 feet by 
clods of earth and clouds of 
straw. 

A 1 6  - 11 c a r - o l d  s t n d c 11 t 
collapsed a nd gave birth 
to a bal>!l /Joy du ring et 
sex education lesson at a ' Nazrobi school in Kerrya. 

fL7 /6 (g fo 

Anglers had to stop fishing at 
Marlpool, near Derby , . because 
the lake was covered m hay­
picked up from farm fields by 
a freak wind. 

comet commentarg 
Halley's Comet (H.C.)  has been gone. A real damp 
squib of a cosmic event. As an unidentified American 
woman was reported to have said after travelling to a 
Peruvian Inca mountaintop for a grandstand view and 
putting the telecope to her eye : " That's it? That's all there 1 
is? I came 4,000 miles to see this crummy fuzz ball?" 

It certainly failed to live up to media-fuelled 
expectations, but being 39 million miles away at its 
closest, what were we to expect? Nevertheless, the 
newspapers got some dubious stories out of the wandering 
supersnowball. 

Among many legends associated with H. C. is one that an 
egg with the tell-tale symbol is produced each time the 
visitor passes our way. Eggs bearing such a mark were 
reported all over the country - not surprisingly as 
Thames Valley Eggs had offered a £10,000 prize for the 
best. Various newspapers of 18/11/85 had claims and also 
reported the shell-shocked Holoway (Star) or Holdaway 
(Mirror, Sun) family found a nine-carat earring in a fried 
egg. This Jack and the Beanstalk scenario is amusing and 
a senior lecturer in zoology at University College, Cardiff, 
Dr Peter Ferns acknowledged the possible reality, con­
cluding the hen could have swallowed the ring while 
pecking around, or more probably sat on it during a dust­
bath and absorbed it into Its system! It would be mistaken 
for an ovum, given a coat of white and laid in the normal 
way. Talk about the birds and the bees . . .  

I don't know who won the Thames Valley Eggs' prize, 
but The Star (31/1/86) promoted a similar contest and 
gave £5,000 to Linda Franklin for finding a comet egg. 
They managed to stretch the story to two paragraphs. 
What price fame!? More to the point, had not the police 
anything better to do than escort this treasured egg back 
to the farm in Withall, Worcs. ,  where it was going on 
display? 

Another superstition is that good wine is produced 
during cometary years. Grapes are supposedly of a better 
flavour. But the commonest example of comet belief is 
their association with the deaths of kings. Virgil accounts 
for the assassination of Julius Caesar this way and 
Shakespeare took up theme. Other cases are chronicled 
elsewhere (Forrest, Bob, " Velikovsky' s  Sources" ,  
private; also Stonehenge Viewpoint, No. 68, 1985). Do we 
therefore ponder the downfalls of Marcos and Baby Doe as 
being ordained by H.C .? Certainly Fortean author and 
researcher Loren Coleman pointed the accusing finger at 
H.C. and blamed it for sparking a wave of airline crashes 
- 1985 being the worst-ever such year with 2,000 deaths 
(Sun, 8/4/86). That's a new one. 
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If that's hard to , try H.C .  has a 
consciousness. Information is available of H.C.  's thoughts 
channeled late last year to one John Pawlick. H.C .  boasts 
of bringing "transformational energies to Planet Earth" 
and as it is to be expected from such literature, an 
environmental warning is given and nuclear assurance 
relayed (The Merrie Magi' s  Crystal Planetworks, No. 17, 
1986). 

Patrick Moore seems to give H.C.  anthropomorphismic 
powers. "Obviously Halley is knocking out people who 
have been watching him, "  he said after slipping on wet 
grass and breaking his left shoulder blade while star­
gazing. 

Among many legends associated with H. C. is one that an 
egg with the tell-tale symbol is produced each time the 
visitor passes our way. Eggs bearing such a mark were 
reported all over the country - not surprisingly as 
Thames Valley Eggs had offered a £10,000 prize for the 
best. Various newspapers of 18/ll/85 had claims and also 
reported the shell-shocked Holoway (Star) or Holdaway 
(Mirror, Sun) family found a nine-carat earring in a fried 
egg. This Jack and the Beanstalk scenario is amusing and 
a senior lecturer in zoology at University College, Cardiff, 
Dr Peter Ferns acknowledged the possible reality, con­
cluding the hen could have swallowed the ring while 
pecking around, or more probably sat on it during a dust­
bath and absorbed it into its system! It would be mistaken 
for an ovum, given a coat of white and laid in the normal 
way. Talk about the birds and the bees . . .  
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I don't know who won the Thames Valley Eggs· pr1ze, 

but The Star (31/1/86) promoted a similar contest and 
g�ve £5,000 to Linda Franklin for finding a comet egg. 

They managed to stretch the story to two paragraphs. 
What price fame!? More to the point, had not the police 
anything better to do than escort this treasured egg back 
to the farm in Withal!, Worcs. , where it was going on 
display? 

Another superstition is that good wine is produced 
during cometary years. Grapes are supposedly of a better 
flavour. But the commonest example of comet belief is 
their association with the deaths of kings. Virgil accounts 
for the assassination of Julius Caesar this way and 
Shakespeare took up theme. Other cases are chronicled 
elsewhere (Forrest, Bob , " Velikovsky ' s  Sources " ,  
private; also Stonehenge Viewpoint, No. 68 ,  1985). D o  we 
therefore ponder the downfalls of Marcos and Baby Doe as 
being ordained by H.C.? Certainly Fortean author and 
researcher Loran Coleman pointed the accusing finger at 
H.C.  and blamed it for sparking a wave of airline crashes 
- 1985 being the worst-ever such year with 2,000 deaths 
(Sun, 8/4/86). That's a new one. 

If that's hard to swallow, try the idea that H.C. has a 
consciousness. Information is available of H. C . 's  thoughts 
channeled late last year to one John Pawlick. H. C. boasts 
of bringing "transformational energies to Planet Earth" 
and as it is to be expected from such literature, an 
environmental warning is given and nuclear assurance 
relayed (The Merrie Magi's  Crystal Planetworks, No. 17, 
1986). 

Patrick Moore seems to give H.C. anthropomorphismic 
powers. "Obviously Halley is knocking out people who 
have been watching him, "  he said after slipping on wet 
grass and breaking his left shoulder blade while star­
gazing. Another H.C. watcher's teeth were so cold he 
smashed two of them (Mirror, 12/12/85). Moore lives in 
Selsey, Sussex, where the local public house, The Star­
gazer, was named to honour its most distinguished 
patron. Landlady Christine Probert said Moore was very 
upset when a bolt of lightning smashed through a wall 
and wrecked a £5,000 lighting system in the planetarium 
restaurant (Sun, 22/5/86). H. C. curse again? 

Though from Pliny onwards comets have been 
associated with war and civil unrest, Ptolemy attributed 
foreign invasion to them and also "diseases and sudden 
deaths. "  In modern times the literal case for this has 
been championed by Profs Fred Hoyle and Chandra 
Wickramasinghe ("Diseases From Space" ,  1979, and with 
Dr John Watkins, "Viruses From Space" ,  1986). The 
argument is that checkout staff dealing at close quarters 
with the public are no more likely to become infected than 
your average hermit. That viruses are incurred by 
vertical transmission. That indeeds comets can get up 
your nose and can bring pestilence and death (also that 
organic debris from comets could have started life on 
Earth). 

Hence serious, long-lived viruses like smallpox and 
more recently the AIDS virus HTL V Ill originated from 
space and then spread from person to person. If Hoyle is 
right, AIDS began in a shower of organic material on 
central Africa ten years ago (Guardian, 30/4/86). Which 
leads us to . . .  

AIDS deficiencies 

For a start off I think the much-publicized notion that 
AIDS has been passed on to man by the African green 
monkey is a non-starter. The cometary hypothesis sounds 
saner and stands up well in company with theories that it 
has been created by man as a weapon or God as 
homophobe retribution. 

Blaming man first, Harley Street venereologist Dr John 
Seals suggested the virus could have been released, 
either deliberately or by accident, causing the current 
world epidemic. 

He stated that Moscow radio broadcasts, heard in 
countries with U.S. bases, said AIDS was being spread by 
Americans based abroad. The charge being coupled with 
allegations that the virus originated in secret experi­
ments carried out by the C.I .A.  and the Pentagon, in 
which humans were ii\)ected with animal viruses. He 
later said it was just as likely, if not more so, that the 
virus could have been released from a Russian laboratory 
(Aberdeen Press & Journal, 20/12/85). While elsewhere he 
said it could be American, Russian, English, Australian or 
Canadian. Oh, and it was created by a mad boffin 
experimenting with VISNA, a lethal virus which attacks 
sheep (Sun, 13/12/85). Suddenly, the green monkey idea 
does not seem so nuts. And early in December, Warren J. 
Hammerman, of the American magazine Executive In­
telligence Review, tried to convince readers AIDS was a 
Russian secret weapon (Star, 6/12/85). At that time a 
Russian source told our New Scientist: "We have no cases 
of AIDS in the U.S .S .R. " They've since owned up a little 
to having cases. 

Conspiracy theory aside, let's bring in religion. Various 
Jamaican reggae artists have interpreted AIDS as a gay 
plague warning to mankind. There 's King Kong's "AIDS" ,  
Colonel Josey Wales' "Want N o  AIDS" and Peter Metro's 
"AIDS A Go Round." Wales even blames the problem on 
womankind (New Musical Express, 25/1/86). 

Meanwhile U.K.  rocker John Lydon, aka Johnny Rotten, 
says he won't play dates in London because he is scared 
he might catch AIDS from fans who spit at him (Mirror, 5/ 
6/86). Jonathan King, failed rock star, reported in his 
column that among stories going the rounds in the U.S. 
included the result that sex attackers are no longer 
beaten up by fellow prisoners as all they do is threaten to 
spit on their attackers, and Roman Catholics are refusing 
to drink from Communion chalices (Sun, 13/12/85). 

Stories where a simple statement is misheard and leads 
to curious consequences are well-known to folklorists. 
Writer Leslie Thomas was supposedly being checked by 
Queen's Park Rangers' Dr Crane as he was worried about 
three moles on his chest. "Just age , "  said Dr Crane. At 
which a woman squealed alarm and dashed from the 
room. She had thought the doctor had said: "Just AIDS" 
(Star, 15/4/86). There has also been much confusion over 
Terence Higgins, M.P . ,  and the Terrence (two r's) Higgins 
who was this country's first AIDS victim (Star, 29/4/86). 

Similarly, hoax letters are a peripheral folklore Interest 
and five jokers sent out official-looking letters to 50 people 
saying they were AIDS suspects. Seven of the victims 
were so alarmed they went to hospital. As for the hoax­
era, they were bound over for two years for conduct likely 
to cause a breach of the peace (Mirror, 8/11/85). Another 
cruel hoaxer was being hunted by private detectives after 
letters typed on health authority notepaper were sent to 
homes in Oldham, Greater Manchester, saying blood tests 
proved ' '  AIDS positive" (Sun, 2412/86). 

The "blood brothers" ritual some children copy from 
Red Indian films was discouraged (Mirror, 15/1/86); 
nudists invited to a special "in the raw" theatre show got 
washable seat covers because of an AIDS scare (Sun, 18/ 
1/86); and the Salvation Army was angered by Kissogram 
girls mimicking its uniformed women while revealing 
skimpy bras and pants, and avoiding lip-to-lip contact to 
avoid AIDS (Sun, 21/2/86). Finally, to end back with 
showbiz, notoriously gay comic Kenny Everett could joke 
about being continually being asked if he had AIDS. "It 
seems there is a permanent rumour to this effect in the 
gay community in the country' '  (Star, 2/6/86). 

Tears tor fears 

MANY of you reading this article may have bought 
Crying Boy prints and by now be wondering if it 
was such a good idea. 

Far be it for me to give an art critic 's opinion on 
these prints of various weeping urchins, but I 
certainly do not like them. Nor do I like the ubiqui­
tous sultry Oriental woman print or David Shep­
herd's elephants. 

Yet it seems Italian artist Graham Bragolin's 
depictions of pitiful youngsters have become the 
key factor in a scenario of a house blaze where the 
fire is blamed on the Crying Boy picture. The print 
is unharmed and we now have a huge number of 
media-reported cases where this seemingly hap­
pened. 
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O�r 'I'�-c ::O:..D .A.G;;.TIT. The prodigious .Andy Roberts tells me th � follo·:ring tale ha s 
been heard .::any tii:tes by a friend of his uife 1 s w::o o·,ms a pub : "A oo to:c-cycle ricler 
picks up a young girl hitch-hiker at t�e toll area of the J.:ers ey Tunnel . S he give s him her home address and they s e t  off . \T.hen he gets to the o ther end of the tQ�nel 
he s tops to ask her the directions and she has gone . Worrie d ,  he goes to the given 
addres s ( a fe� days later in s ome vers ions , the same day in others ) to be told be a 
tearful mother that it was . he r  daughter and she died on tha t day . "  The tQ�nel usage 

· re inforces the disappearance as you cannot s top or turn aDound there , and the girl ' s  
death tha t day, rather than anniversary, is an unus ual variatio n . 

J.ndy als o supplies two M62 ta le s  he s ays he ' s  heard many time s : ( a ) The rrea ther 
on the ·.iindy :U.ll s tretch of the M62 is so be d t!lO\ �  the authorities are soing to · buid a oas s ive canopy over th ; uhole area ( ten miles plus ) ; ( "u ) A. part of the !.:62 
ov�r tte ;�gh ?ennin�s is ear::1erked for use as a nuclear missile launching s trip . 

Re als o dra·.vs attenp.on to a "Rotherham Triangle" case of a sp �c tre of a you;.1_; Girl 
'Jl: ::.e d. fo�· ac : :..ce:1ts en t!::.e A6::. at ·,7o ol:' .. ey, bet;·reer. 3ernslP.J c..�;.:l ·.'/akef:i::lld . ::'olic e 
a�i r:::o.: safet:· e:Q�rts <ic:!:'e pro bins t!-. �  fi,sure r::U.c!� �ar':s o::� b te at ni..;:1t o:- :.r: 
th� ea:;.·::-· �Our3 (::;;:�rc s s ,  1.7/7/85 ) .  

• P.T:-L.:I'._!i·il : ..,RJE{C-:::..-.: .  S o'..L.'"lds li.��e a s -:ory 
fic ';io::1ally co��co c�ed to fit the headline " :�:agr;.ets a t";re. c� nT'::" (!.!ir:-or, 12/ ..:..2/:?5 ) ,  
·:;�'!?.!1 r.:a.:;ne";-:::s.::c:!:'s Z>-..i:'t Le\'i::k, of ;She:'field, c::. e cked. t:.�. t its 'ui ::�s ": ord.e�· ,  s i��eC. 
::: ?:-:.:-2-:1:.:: J. P.oo:; evelt , came from a mental hospital patie::tt • • •  �'ilir<J Divi:;io ·1 ?..o -1;!:­
erh.:c. ' � scal::::eper \TC.S beiug rC:tJOrt�c:. �j· i>�li�e -to t!:.e :oc ��:�: ll Le ·�- �.!e !'�r r:.ll·;t;�d. 
obs :e:-1-':i'ti�s s410,lted. at '- wowa.!1. fa�, =.n:.. s o  ;·rh.at : .. o1J. �a.y s a:r,  '".: :.1-t -c:�� !:!". t�:: ·;.�a� a t  
� :::-e·."":t:'or�, :3 �e-r ... e o �  .... :1o·;-elis t Ro=er� �s.!'L:i!!. 1 z spc·:f :3:-e;:::t::..,c:""i: ::--:.a!l�le i•:r.: "tzi.. .. :._ .:.s (.:,,L-:, 
?.7/ ...... ../25 )  • • •  :.L:elie s ";  pb cc � o  fi::C: :JOd�rn fol::lo:.·e i n  ".;:: .  :Je�ia i s  ?eter ':o:.::r ' � U.a::.::; 
a:-�: s ·:.:.-pri <: e ,  s ·;.:::;>r:..3 e ,  !::.'J cor.:'e s s e::. '.;o :-e'ld.e:-s -:���t · i1:..3 ::c;:-.e �61'111 i: ;:;::ef��i:!ld 
(: t�.r ,  'Ji/'.;/33 ; . . .  �.: -.,:;�';:1 : . 3 . G . -� ' s  ' '-.::o-::��r : :i!".:;.t �S11 l:r;�:;C:. �: ·� �:.o:; ·:;� b :! CO::l:! � :-:-. .;':; 
� ;;;i.r!. , ���.3S ·;:::-3::e ��: : �.:ln.:id.a te to �� -t � .. Jre�s � c:, �a=.:.:--.t::a �o� .. :. c.r..::. .. :'ro:J·: ::o":::.er­
nc�l? Ye s (: :irror, 27/ll/35 ) • • •  0!:, eni i-:1 ";!: ' ·.:ak� of C�crn;;':�-1 o.::.:. al::.. the co�tc!:- ·. 

ir.c ";� � g:-3s s ,  s heep, rein�e er , ni:htingales en� so on, !1��1";� �:�er":s sla�� 5c n ��n 
on a�yo'.1e eating George Ousley ' s pro·iuce . s� a::C. othe:-s r.z d. " s co:-:::!::!d." leaves an·:· 3 oil 

a:: ?l::t;!: ::::a. _ _ al��-:_:::ts � �· =��·:o;o"J.��� - n;t�::·:::-� en� .. �:::�;.�� �t on �:;:�-:- �� ce ::t �o::;e:·, 
a ,  __ - -�:1 , c:.., ,t�lo ., .. " "'- e �.o.o .m.nr.- o_ - '1 _r .... ;,u; v.�. l.  ... l c .. .... ... ¥ \ . ...... z:ror , '-'/ .f .... � i · 

�:s . �!-1� ::c-::..�� c:" :.TFJ � e "';ri .�,rc:ls wo� ' t :;o a\":a:,- . P..e :.C:.ers of ::a!.'"'�!1er·�1 tTF·J : �e·:;3 , �:: . 
:·��� , ar� rec;alt-C. :::· one Do,.!J Labat tt':.!lt 11 circ\.::_s -:ar.tial e,:i::e :1c e , ��1ou.;!l s o:.::.£:�7::.� -t  
a:1ecio ts.l11 is a c cu:auln ting i n  the U .S . i n  St:.?:L:Ort o f  a group c.:.ll e d  �:.r:2,  o r  !.{<' j J S  "ti� 
1� , S Ui:J�·ose::.l:r co� tit-.;te d e.r..! s e t  U? in 1�4-7 "�J:• PresiCie:1-: 'i':!:''..l!'1a'1. It -::as to i!:ns t­
i�c:�e a 11 cras hed vehicle of forei;::t orizin" an�. La.br.. '.: :;>:-�s·.1:::es i ": �o :e t:::. ::::: s : ;el1 
or�s::. .:e::-is . _ A  ;;:::;:p _c3l.led .�r:3 is .  t� .. ;,u::1:..s� :..et�!ls.,. �1 o:::.� :-.i. tl: _ �::� e::��cse o:' . u 
s e c:-e t ::li.lir�ry ��s ting facility i:1 �ieva:ia for e:m tic technolo,sy called 'iu-e:! 51" or 
nDreacler.d." . A..,.:�· Roberts h3S promsed an article 0:1 ��::: su'!J j-ect for F .F . 

. A ':rief ?�ra sraph (Star, 23/5/86) . s tate s : "Brazilian fib:1.ter planes c!1ased. t;:!'Os the 
s i ze of . pins-pong ba.llas- over . tffi:"ee of the cou..�try' s cities , it -;;-as reportad 3r3s ter-
day. "  Th� luC.icrousne s s  _ �oes not need f.urther comment. CFITC:3r;! The diari:l t of 
the Cambridge Town Crier· (25/1/86) · reported that a Fulbo� la� �hile preparing the 

. . S unday lunch· in a dvance wrung the · chicken' s neck and plucked it . " liln turning her 
back for a r:d.nute s he ' was. horrified.; to · see · it,' mobile · once more, . trav.ersing the kit-
chen fl�or · on her re turn •. Filled with remors e ': she couldn ' t bring herself to wring its 
ne ck again, and.. having made i,t· . 9omfortable ·she . sat up all night knitting it a romper 
s uit which it wore tmtil: more.�-" fea:ther:L ·grew.' and� the .bird . was . pres entable again .. " · 

. · ·�· : �  . 
Monitor Nigel Pemri.cr COIIII:le nts�'tnat.- �the.:locilizatio�;£o .. doubt obliquely- refers to · : ::vi',;:, 
the fa ct that Fulbourn has: a· · large' mentaL" hospital. .. · Arid 'the .following can be quoted. :.;.�·- :;'· 
fully without comment :. "When ·14 . free-range. .. ��eggs hatched� for ·oh:icken farmer J'ane .. :. ,-:: 
Giani at Petalmna , California, s he found t-No of the chicks arrived. ready plucked.! 
De ciding to rear them to breed as oven-ready:. pird.s , Jane has 1!12.d.e the chic!--...s tin;.t 
s uits of clothes to survive the . chilly· winter (Sunday- Express,  26/1/86) . · 

. -. . � · ; :{};·:< ... . � .��:rJ:i<:t��;;���:i:��-r����·.t��rf:gf;���P"���-; . .  
... . .- ·. ·�� .. , :, . .. "' . :

. 
\ . 

13. 
ROYALTY. Vfhen Prince Charles was reading anthropology at Cambrige , so Peter Tory 
claims be supposedly interrogated a �ore worldly companion -- a lacy no� car�ied 
to a :i�mpshire landowner -- on sex, asking: " \That exactly is it like?" Realis ing this 
was a pas s ,  she told him : "For heaven ' s  sake ,  go out and find out . "  S everal \1eelcs 
later the heir to the throne telephoned to comme nt :  " Is that all there is ?" S he 

advis ed him to " keep practsis ing'' and by all accounts be did and found the effort 
worthwhile (S tar, 29/1/So) • • •  It seems there ' s  more on his bac�elor love life , tutored 
by Lord Mountbatten ( !.!ii:ror 29/1/86) , in a �ook, "The Ult�ate Famil�' by Jo�n Pe�r­

s on (�lichael Jos eph) . • • and did he and Diana have a tryst �n that tra�n up a J unchon 
which �as so hotly denied by the Royal Press spokesman? Sleeping �erth control? . . . •  

"'hen there �as the scores in the "Daian V Fergie" ratings where D 1ana got 10 for 
putity and Fergie got 5 .  nAs the ·future mo ther of the heir to the tr�one ,

.
D iana was 

s ub j ected to rigorous gynaecologival tests . No one doubted Earl S pencer wnen he 
proudly told the world that his dau�hter was a . virdn" (S �ar , �1�6/86) ·_ ��� no o:o Only Jh-ivate Eye , '!'l'ho named a certal.n A:rmy ofhcer �s ha_v�ng su?.,..osedlJ �-- 10�-· yd. 
the caicen . • .''..'he:1 th�::-e ;ras the te.le re b. t.:.! in 't!:e Co� .. o!1S o;,' .;,o;-: c. :!:�::::er o� 
... ·y:e.l >;;-,r ·,;.=,s :!.:.s t·.:r"::e C.  by " &runts ar.C.. groans" �ro:: c. ::::.!:e.: co·..:ple in the next compart­
�e�t 0� a London to King ' s 'Lynn train. S peculation failed to confirm it wa s ta ; 
Duchess of Kent ('!'elet;raph, 26/2/86) . At the same ti:J ; ,  o� b� SS.!4e rou<;e , ";he ·�u:_e.r.'  � 
e c;.::-s -::e::-e s •.r;:. :o s e :.ly as s a·.:lteC. ·�y a " .:s;retto-":·le eter" and ner ::reekfs s t  ·:;as ta!:e� : roe 

t1l��i;��:i��:l:���!;�:�����:���;:�:f�I;:�����I���;�:i��:�������;����i�1��, 
.April, :!..98:: ) . 

._.._::-r:.::· .. L :�� :7 . -:: ::i::.. �"il:. : -J_"' ?c!. .. t�:.r .. .!..s!: ·::�z -;;i t:1es s ei 
by your e iitor earlier ';:-.is Jear . Our al".:ino r-aob i t ,  
Albie , •:tas �:ept i� a n;;tch as a ·oa·vy ;"'ib a olack 
guinea pig ,  � c;,•1eaker, u:1til ·.1e ac quired t-.7o ;;;ore 
cavies anc put all t�ee guinea ;igs to:· ·:!tner .  ;;hen 

;;����e�e;e�.:.��;��e;0 1•;��::-���\�;l�:��e�·�� �·;;��er-, 
1��-: ::is s � e �-t el� ��ou:v2. :��..., spct, s tc :. �  0-:1. :.i.s 
hind. l� .::;s a::<:: r.i;ed ::is f.�. :;e 17itl: 'Jo-!:h :'::-ont �a-:-:s , 
as i::· ·;:ipin$ e."�-:a�r � 'e.rs . �t ..-:�s a-n oG.� lj· r:'i�v:.�.: si­
r;::t. ( ."'ict:J.reC. ;;re ;Ubie and my C.aughter ::e.t�'"!l) . 

FO�·:'..::ArrA. Fis::f'all til:le , -;;-ith a d e a d.  n:r.. c:::crel fall­
ing to s top plBy be t;een 01:. CliftoP.ians an=. .:itmTe 
Tecplars , ·::. ·.:t ;;as it really as explaineC. �ro�ped by 
�quab�ling seagulls �fter s teali:1& it f=o� sea lions 
at nearby = ::-istol Zoo? (s Tar, 5/o/86) • . •  ·:;:�ile ;-:hen 

"The Exorcist" . ;ras -sho'ml · at ?he Regal, .A.'Ji::gdo:1, 
O�on . ,  the s creen uent blank during S a ta� ' s big 
scene, the soundtrack g'!'eW louder and 01mer S tuart 
Jarvis bewailed that:  " It was so deafer.ing it br-oke · 
the popcorn machine ," gaining him valuable p•1blici ty 
one could cynically pronounce (�Tews of the 'ilorld, 'J/3/g(.), . \  



2w0. 
.::::r.!..".!; r.�·-· .. ; ... .-� . �!:e �: .. eater c� ro:.e'!:'"l.t pu;:?t9t ?..olc:.n� : .. at r:;l.::.i;.:�� a ·: =;_: �c t:�a � ·��:e 
ea!. .. S ·,-; � :.:.;; :_-:..�.:. :.: : : · �"';:. .. r. �·::�·�:..-.' � c!l-:3 , r.:::. ;::.:::: .. :c l·.; :: :  zo o� clJ � �  e;:a:.:i.:1a�:..o:1, ��.:� 
\1:10 co•Jl ::: ·.'.S e s o  lf.rge a D·.1rex proC.uct? • • •  Pae;e 5 ice::-. L) a:::c: :.ctha Fo:<: s ays sl:c .:as jok-

, ing •r�en she s aid sh� wishe d  her boobs ':"Terc sceller ar.� "I ".7a.S jo�::i::1g 1ioout !'low they 
bruis ed cy chin �hen I went jogging - and s omebody to�k me seriously' (S tar , 25/6/86) .  
'.7ell , jou' re not taken seriously here , pet . . .  �Tor th3 l� ad s tor'J in Pe :t�r Torv ' s diar'J 
about Colonel Gadaffi ruoouredly being a co�aine-snort:ng , frock-ne�r10g �·em�le 
. t As Tory conc•des himsel£ ,  uch s tories c1rculate to dis cred1t unpopular 
1npersona or . · � 

figures (S tar , 25/6/86) .  · 

ROCK 'N'  RUMOUR . 
I ' m  not naive 
enough to accept 
the suppos edly 

The Foxy piece below j oins the two 
catego:t'{ ies . "SAM OF SW' s e emingly 
relates to the murderer who called 
himself "Smr OF SAM'' • He apparently 

musical explanation 
they give for their 
name We ' ve Got a 
Fuz zbox and 'ife ' re 
Gonna Us e I t .  Not 
after other all-girl 
groups naced Fanny, Clout 
and The Slits . But why is 
me enjoy this band : "I think 
the ( Chernobyl) radiation cloud , "  tlag3ie saJ1! 
seriously • .  " It ' s  affected the whole ;;orld' s 
mentality." Two topics I' m re s e arching -­

nuclear myths and rock r��our -- from the mouth 

of a babe (Record Mi±Tor , 17/5/86) .  

took his name from a whis pered few 
wo.rds at the end- of a .Ii.mi Hendrix s ong, SAM OF SUN n Purp"ie Ha ze." 

I wish short-but-deep Samantha F o x  w e l l  in her 
declared new efforts to become a television 
journalist - ' I  would really like a chat show of my 
own and to interview Joan Collins' - but I fear that 
the Press Office of LWT, which sent us the adjoining 
photo of Sam the Sleuth pursuing 'the visible 
pantyline problem' story for The 6 O'Clock Show, 
has not helped her on her way. I dare say that the 
photographer and press officer Simon Duffy will 

. claim that the angle of the shot and microphone, and 
subsequent less than 
subtle symbolism, is purely 
coincidental, but for the 
rest of us it does little to 
enhance the image of the 
uncunning Fox much 
beyond the modelling of 
mail-order naughty 
nightwear, when she 
clutched teddy bears with 
similar visual implications. 

Media w-k May 17, 1985 : 

· - - -· . 
__ , :; :;:' ... ·,,-#=.,�.- . .  _ 

Readerl)j 
ldt81fl 

Rail spoof corrigenda 

from Muk Valentine 

1 murt lty the ghost of 55010 Ni111�us, before it passes 1ltog�er �o111 

fittion to folklore. The souree for the rto11 of this spectral Delttc dru�l 

lotOJ"otive supposed� "spotted" at �edley Wood nations months afttr it 

wu scro�ed by B.R., Is an artitle "A Trick ef the Ught7" published In Deltic 

Dudline, jounttl of the Deltic PrmNation Society. W.B. ���er:, in 

"R•�'ttt'f Ghorh'', reputs the rto11. and ·�knowledges this souree, end you 

111ention the siglrling brielly In your rmew of hrs book. . 
As editor of the Dudline at the time the story eppe1red, I een eategotlCII� 

rtlfe thrt it wu 1 spool, contn"bllled by 1 member under 1 pseudorttm In 
order to jog memories of the deptrted loto., and underline the ftte In st�re 

for the other lotos In the same clus. W.B. �e�ert wrote to '"' seeking 
. 

penrtiuion to use the plce wltUe he wu compUing m1terial for his book. WltRe : 

1 hod no objection on beh1ll of the soel!ly, the copyriglrl oll'llous� belonged 

to the member who wrote the riory, 1nd the m•tter was refened to him. 

1\ e r b e r t w r o t e  a g a i n ,  v e r y_ o l e s �  t o  

1::-k ho,/( 1) fvJ.)�·td:Jm "'Ja:tq_ , l:-.t/(� 
me thtt ht would he using the story with the asu•l teknowfed5ementt. lt wu 
on� et this stage that I realised that his worlc concerned supposed� 
eutherttic raUwty ghosts. I replied to Her!Jert telling him that the piece wu • 
hou. In response, he said he was surprised to hur this u s11ertl other 
people had reported curious lncidertls in tht genertl erea of Hadley Wood 
nation 

I have new recei-ied 1 copy of He�ert's book, but I know now that he 
appears to hove prmrtled this story u e possib� 1uthentic use despite 
being clearly told that if wu a work of Action - • "Winter's Tale", if I 
remember, for our Christrus luue. And although if Is no great matter, I tm 
also aware th1t he did not receive permission to use the dory from the 
original writer, the copyright-holder. 

11 Her!Jert has Indeed been told by other witnesses ehllf strange 
happenings fl �adley Wood, I hove no doubt they must also dem from the 
Oehic Dudline story. The magazine had an overage circul1tion of about 
1,000 tnd ran ert!huslasts Ill apt to exchange gossip end tales of this kind 
at the slightest prompting, so that the piece could quickly ha�e become I 
FOAF phenomenon. 

Timeless wisdom error 
From Marlon Ruuell, Arkana. 

Thank you for sending a copy of Folklore frortllers with the Arkana r11iew. 

C1n 1 just draw your attention to a ltlrly major blunder, which is that you 

seem to be reading the euthor's birth-date in tht L"brary of Congress data u 

the date of publication of the book. So 19S9 Is Arthur Verluls' date of birth, 

as 19+4 is Gregort Szanto's. 
This is, of course, more than 1 little misleading lor your readers, mlrtf of 

whom might feel �ery different 1hollf new books on these subjects u opposed 

to reprints. In illcl, "The M•rriage or 1\eoven and Earth" Is I 1985 publica­

tion, and ''The Philmplry of M•glc" is 1986. 

21 . 
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iT . L . H . and other maga zines in 
: next issue .. 
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Lookalikes 

OLIVE SMELT ANNE SCARGILL 

Fro111 Fred IClnt. Brisftl 

In Folldore Frontiers Nos. I t!ld 2 you mention Setrgnl o!ld the 'forbhire Ripper. Hr�e you 

notieed the resembltnct between Sctrgnl't wife Annt t!ld Ripper tlcfim Ollv• Smelt, •• the 

now choom te appear u a photogrtpht4 In 1 plctvre In the Su!ldft Mirror of May 11 this 

yur7 Are they, perhops, relt!ed7 

Giant belief 

Somethint 1 remembered recently. When I wu ff trimtty school 11ear 

Grimsby 30 yetn 1go, the vnlege war memoritl wu one of thos� "! grey 

ebel"sks The little lcids used to ten eoch other there was • gltnl In it. I m net 

sur: h� mtrtf tc!vtHy belil"led this 11 didn't). Is this • modem venlon of 
tales about stonding stones, end does trtfOM lcnow of slmAtr Hems tf 
chndren's lore? 

1 . ... 

BACK ISSUES : Nos . 1 \ and 2 available 75p , including pos tage : · l 

from editorial a ddte s s  . • · Als o  back 1 numbers . of r.J;HE S HAMAN; , : : . l 
. TERRESTRIAL ZOD IAC$ NEWS LETTER . sn�;ANQIENT.<SKILLS. & WISDOLL!t : �t 

i 
\ . · .· · �  . : �mr:��1���l�:��:.t::::·.rY:·����t/�h. · : . ·  

· !' 
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new reports appeared late last year -
· l though I recall an earlier concentration - and have 

1 continued since . It seems the earliest version of the 
most recent wave came from Swallownest, South 
Yorkshire. 

May and Ron Hall had laughed off warnings that 
there was a j inx on their picture of a tot with tears 
running down his face. Ron's fireman brother Peter 
told them he and his colleagues had seen the print 
often In houses where there had been blazes. 

He claimed that these popular pictures - an 
estimated 50,000 have been sold In Britain -
always seemed to survive the flames . 

The blaze, which started in a chip pan, gutted the 
kitchen and destroyed front-room furniture. Their 
home of 27 years was wrecked, but the 2ft. by lft. 
picture didn't even suffer smoke damage. May said: 
"Peter told us he wouldn't have the picture In his 
house, and neither would his friends at the fire 
station . ' '  



The next day 's Sun newspaper had a flood of calls 
of sim!lar woe and so it has been going on since. 

Trust The Sun also to ally Page 3 and the Crying 
Boy when beauty Sandra Jane Moore reported that 
having painted such a friend's Crying Boy with 
spiky hair for a giggle, the home was flooded out . .  
. and the picture was undamaged. 
The busty blonde in shorts and fireman's helmet 

was pictured lighting the fire on wasteland in 
Berkshire for the burning of "thousands" of copies 
of the pictures sent by concerned readers. 

The piece was by freelance Paul Hopper, jokingly 
promoted "The Sun's Fine Arts Correspondent." As 
for the paper's editor, Kelvin McKenzie supposedly 
freaked out when someone put a Crying Boy on his 
office wall. 

Of course, everything has a reverse side. There 's 
a story of Sun reader Bob Cherry, of Milton, 
Glasgow, finding a Crying :eoy propped against a 
dustbin. He kept it and won £20 on bingo, £4 on the 
pools and £11 on a fruit machine. Hardly a. fortune 
- or worth a page lead in a national newspaper -
but he also said: "When I put the picture inside my 
car started first time and I haven't had any bother 
since. I 've never been so lucky in my life. And I 'm 
sure it 's  al l  down to the boy. It might not sound a 
lot of money, but three wins in a row is more than 
coincidence - specially when I 've never been lucky 
before. I liked the picture as soon as I saw it. All 
the bad luck stories don't bother me. ' '  

Strangely enough many o f  these stories come from 
the Rotherham/Sheffield area. In that vicinity is 
East Herringthorpe, where the Godbers' home was 
destroyed - but not Bragolin 's print. It was still 
hanging in the charred ruins of the council house, 
while other pictures in the vicinity were shrivelled 
and burnt beyond recognition. 

Then troublesome tot, Craig Hardwick, set fire to 
his Walkley Road, Sheffield, home and while the 
upstairs was destroyed a jinx print escaped. The 
four-year-old had given the Curse of the Crying Boy 
a helping hand when he stuffed an electric heater 
with paper and began the blaze which gutted the 
top floor of hie family's home. But the Hardwicks' 
Crying Boy picture remained untouched as the 
blaze raged around it. His long-suffering dad, Ron, 
joked: "I 'm throwing out the painting and I think 
Craig can go with it! ' '  

The curse i s  alive and well in Yorkshire still and 
baby Daniel Eccless's rattle brought his father Jed 
running to a blazing kitchen at West Melton, 
Rotherham. The home's  Crying Boy was unscathed 
until Jed destroyed it. 

Then a few days later in Markfield Drive, 
Wickersley, Rotherham, Len Myers became a 
cripple. Four days after hanging a Crying Boy print 
he fell from the balcony and became condemned to a 
wheelchair, saying: It can't be just a coincidence. ' '  

Also this year fire chief Alan Wilkinson had tears 
of laughter when joking colleagues presented him 
with a Crying Boy print as a retirement gift. A 
smouldering cigarette had even been glued to the 
boy's mouth as a finishing touch. Wilkinson was 
retiring from - yes, you've guessed it, Rotherham 
fire station - and he claims he was the first to 
discover the curse of the dreaded pictures. 

I have cuttings from all over the country. 
For instance a superstitious Falmouth, Cornwall, 
couple were taking no chances with two examples 
of Crying Children they had planned to hang on 
their lounge wall. The West Briton newspaper 
showed them ready to dump them on the huge Guy 
Fawkes' Night bonfire at the nearby beacon. 

Yet a Telford, Shropshire, family survived a 
blaze, as did the urchin Crying Boy picture which 
was a gift from their children. Ironically husband 
Fred was an electrician and former fireman. Mr 
Trower said he was open-minded on the subject but 
liked the picture and did not want to get rid of it. 

So far as I know there has not been a real in­
vestigation into the riddle. Perhaps this journal­
istically fortunate, so the curse/j inx stories can 
continue to fill column inches. 

The much-maligned Sun at least has asked a 
couple of ' ' experts' '  their opinions on the mystery. 

On lack of ignition, London City University 
chemist Dr Peter Baldry confessed bafflement, 
adding: "I  don't know why they have survived 
these house fires." 

Well, shouldn't some professional find out? 
And on the curse, British Folk-Lore Society sec­

retary Roy Vickery suggested the original artist 
might have mistreated the child model in some 
way, adding: "All these fires could be the child 's  
curse, his way of  getting revenge . '  

Yet aren't the portraits o f  different "urchins?" 
Anyway, I don't particularly like any of them. It 

is nothing to do with taste. They just don't appeal 
to me. 

C I R C L E
_
S OF S I L E N C E  by D O N  R O B I N S .  

Souvemr P ress, 1 985; 1 44 p p ;  d iagrams and 
photos ( inc colour); £ 1 4-9 5).  

!�e mysterious stone circles dotted about Bri­
tam s moors remain as enigmatic as  ever. Despite 
the . most modern hi-tech equipment used to 
mon1to� curious emissions, they defy scientific 
analysis. 

Many years ago my wife received an electric 
shock from a s.ton� at Hart, Co. Durham, while it 
p �esented a hngl 1ng feeling in  the hands of o 
fnend and mys�lf. Fro� o�cient folk lore traditions 
of perambulah�g, dnnkrng, prophesying and 
whatever megal iths, o new enigma of stones as 
ener� y ce�tres was becoming more powerfu l .  

W1th th1s background a group of researchers 
formed the Dragon Project, with the aim of testing 
the stone energy thesis. Paul Devereux John 
Stee.le and _Don Robins founded the proje�l, with 
Robrn.s hav�ng oversight of the physical, scientific 
m o n 1 t o r 1 n g  a s p e c t s  t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  

Many anomalous readings were found usin o 
"bat det�ctor" (wide-range ultrasonic receiverf of 
the Rol lngh� Stones. Robins describes this early 
ultra.soun? f1eldwork and geiger research. Those 
spec1al l.y rn lerested in  the earth mysteries wil l  hove 
seen th1s research written up in many magazines 
not least "New Scientist . "  

' 
Where the value in this book lies therefore is the 

conte�t . into which this raw material is  placed, 
explamrng os a professional materials chemist 
why we need not rely on mysticism and the occu lt 
to �ormul� te .t�eories about stone energy. 1 t has a 
rel 1ab le, 1usl lf1able and real scientific base. Also 
why leys and so on are not fevered fraudulence 

This is a scientist's story, told in clear lay�an's 
langua�e .  He puts over the excitement of dis­
�overy rn o m.anner uncommon among his  breed . 1t 
I S  controversia l  material,  but  then if i t  were not 
th�n there would be no excitement. Anyway, fo; 
sc1ence to have relevance, it must by  definition 
�reak . n�w gr?und and shift poradigmo around 
l rke bu r ldmg bncks. 

lt wi l �  b� interestin� . to see what, if anything, 
other sc1ent1sts E.M. cnt1cs or  mystics find to a rgue · 
with Robins' thesi s .  ' 

T H E  CO LD R U M  LEY: C H A N C E  OR D E S I G N ?  
B y  B o b  F o r r e s t  a n d  M i c h a e l  B e h r e n d .  
Booklet; 43pp; £ 1 -50 ( i n c  p& p); from 53 
Bannerman Avenue, Prestwich M a nchester 
M 2 5  2 D R .  

I I 

. Are leys myths of things seen on the g round? 
B . B .C .-2 s "The Strange Affair of . . .  " programme 
on leys was on abysmal "set-up . "Those of the 
E .M.  fraternity wi l l  have seen Paul Devereux's 
condemnation of the programme in  "The Ley 
Hunter." and may hove received o circular sent out 
by ed1tor Devereux regarding the programme 
producer's seem in� dupl icity. 

l). 

leek 
reviews 
. S� this tne book -of the TV pragromme . N o  lavish 
offo1 r  os would  g�o�e o n  Attenborough series, bu t  
o hard, cold, stot1shcol reference point regarding 
on? very lack lustre ha lf-hour.  The introduction 
pornts out that os long ago as 1 979 Forrest had 
worked out t�a! despite i ts  shortness, the Coldrum 
Ley was stotrst1co l ly  p robably not significant. 1 t  
hod not  been  Devereux's first choice but h d 
been �hosen because it was  close to L�ndon o�d 
ably I l l ustrated o number of ley concepts. Con­
s�q��nt ly the drubbing it got for lock of statistical 
S1gn1f1con.ce was u nfa ir.  I f  la ter  the fact the re­
Reformation churches on the l ine be1'ng Sa 

p 
· . 'f' . xon I S  

seen as s 1gnr  1cont, 1 1  cou ld be a whole new bal l  
game.  

As it i s, ley h unters now hove on upgraded _ 

th�ugh not new - statistical technique from F&B 
Th1s  th.e book let explains and the stotisticoi 
eval.uat1o� of leys, though boring to man en­�hus1osts, I S  o pr?requisite to the sibject, m�ving 
. rom a rchaeologica l  apocrypha and mythology 
rnto t�e rea l m  of a cceptance and scientific porod1gm . The booklet may surprise many ley 
hun!ers os  to how they cou ld encounter the in­
trusion of chance regarding an al ignment they 
thought was o stone-banker certain ley. Keeps 
your fe�t on the g round indeed. Also they give on append1� of how they sorted out pre and ost­
Reformotlon churches; the status of which

p 
con 

probably for the remainder of the country be 
ch�cked throug h  the  Pevsner a rchaeolog ica l 
gu 1des. 

Forget that deplorable programme. As soon as 
I sow. Bo� . Symes on  the horse - a la A lfred 
Wotkrns v1s1.on myth - I knew we were in for 0 
case of putt rng the Bootle i n .  (Bootle be in re­
ducer. ) Stati st icians  aren't much fun either t� at 
le�JSt they state their position clearly and fairly in  
th 1s bo_oklet . Most people now hove a t  least 0 
vogue 1deo of what leys ore. This booklet will help 
put  them on the mop of authenticity if used cor­
rectly. 
A N C I E N T M Y S T E R I E S  OF B R IT A I N  by 
J A N ET and COLIN BORD. 288pp; 2 2  colour 
& 1 50 b& w photos; 1 986; G rafton B ooks· 
£ 1 4-9 5. 

I 

Those who wil l  benefit most from this book are 
newcor_ners to earth my,steries study. In the early 
Sevent.1es the c�uple's 'Mysterious Britain" was a 
useful rntroduct1�n to the subject and undoubtedly 
helped porulonze the many topics under the 
umbrel la o modern research . Now with greater 
awareness and o better general understanding of 
what leys, terrestrial zodiacs and legends repre­
sent. 



The subject matter is wide-ranging and covers 
such prehistoric monuments as  stone circles, 
standing stones, dolmans, hi l l forts, fogous and 
rock art; la ter  landscape engineering anCI crosses; 
subterranea and the Romans; hi l l  figures; King 
Arthur; dragor. lorei mazes  and ho l y wel ls; 
legends of living stones, the Devil and  giants; 
customs and traditions; lays and earth energy; 
and modern mysteries such os U FOs, lake 
monsters and mystery big cots. Each subject is 
covered concisely before a series of each os 
places worth visiting o re g iven with s i te descrip­
tion and exact location. 

This is a l l  well and good and informative os for 
os it goes. Though the book fu lfi l s  i ts obvious 
purpose, the reader who has passed the novice 
stage wil l  not learn a g reat deal that is new. 

Much of the information is, in fact, contained in 
their other books on hi story and Forteona. I n  fact, 
it adds up to a sort of condensing of their post 1 5  
years' output. 

However, it is  attractively presented and hope­
fu l ly wi l l  odd to the g rowing number of people 
drawn to the a ncient mysteries.  
A T R A V E L L E R ' S G U I D E  TO C E L T I C  
B R I TA I N  by Dr A N N E  R O S S .  1 2 8pp; 1 00 +  
b& w  photos; 1 986; R outledge & Kegan Paul; 
£ 9-9S.  

The Celts were a rum lot. They were warriors 
with a penchant for beheading their victims and 
reta ining the heads os trophies yet revered and 
feared the gods. They bred horses, were ski l led 
potters and developed a beautiful a rt style . They 
traded wide ly, even os  far as China. Wives held 
h igh status and chi ldren were reared, rather than 
exposed as in the classical world, yet they 
performed infant sacrifice. And by a l l  accounts 
their feasting makes Oliver Reed seem reclusive 
and monkish. 

Theirs were turbu lent t imes, yet their organized 
t r iba l  sociewty a l lowed for comp lex laws, 
languages, re l igious concepts and practices with 
an  extraord inary artistic ach ievement. Even when 
the Romans arrived in Britain, the Celt ic presence 
remained unnervingly threatening and unrel iable.  

Dr Ross, regarded as  the foremost Celtic scholar 
in Britain, has produced a gazzeteer along the 
l ines of the Bords' books, interspersing essays on 
aspects of the Celt ic civi l ization among 1 24 sites 
l isted a lphabetical ly .  

l t  is  an  excel lent and detai led work and Michael 
Cyprien's photographs a re evocative. 

On a personal  level,  I was interested to see if 
she would include H exham, Northumberland. 
Here in Rede Avenue were found stone heads 
which Dr Ross pronounced to be  1 , 800 years old 
votive objects .  Then Desmond Craigie claimed he 
had made them 1 8  years previous ly.  The Scots 
boffin versus bluff Geordie confrontation made 
good media interest and I have written a book on  
the subject, "Tales of the Hexham Heads" {copies 
sti l l  avai lable at 75p - small denomination 
stomps acceptable - inc p&p) . 

Nevertheless, a valuable asset for those inter­
ested in a troubled period of our history . 

S K U L LS, CATS A N D  W I T C H  BOTTLES by 
N I G E L  PEN N I C K .  2 8 pp; i l los; from a uthor c/o 
2S Partridge Drive, Bar H ill,  Cam bridge C B 3  
8 E N; £ 1 - 1 0 inc p& p. 

' 

last year the carved head of a ram bearing the foe� of the Dev.i l  was discovered by workmen beh1nd an  old f1replace in the Three N uns I n n  
tv'\irfield, West Yokshire. Brewery bosses decided 11 would be more appropriate for it to be at ano_ther of their pubs, The Ram, and took it away. Dunng the next three months spooky happenings went on.  Bar pumps turned themselves on, wasting gallons of b.eer, and kitchen equipment would cut out and sw1tch back on. Then landlord Richard Copeland felt an  icy hand on his shoulder . . .  but no o_ne .was ther,�. He  ':"os told of the pub's b lack mag1c lmks and I was mformed of a tradition that anything found within the walls should be returned ther? to keep the spirits happy ."  Consequently the ram s head was returned and the atmosphere improved {News of the World 27/ 1 0/85 · Mirror 28/ 1  0/85) • 

I I I 

Then appeared a story about John lennon's forn:er wife Cynt.h ia finding a mummified jackdaw behmd ?n  old f�replace at her home in Penrith, C u m b r 1 a ,  p e r f e c t l y  p r e s e r v e d  i n  1 9 5 6  
newspap�rs. The tale then goes off at a tangent, 
s u g g e s t 1 n g  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t e d  r o c k e r  w a s  communicating it os  an afterlife sign {News of the World, 1 /6/86) . 

S u�h fou ndatio.n sacr if ice s tor ies  appear  occa.s1onal l.y to  remmd us  of t he  ancient practice of placmg obJects, be they an imate or inan imate as ma�ica l protec�ion for buildings. Such acts' of puttmg dead ammals  or witch bottles and acoustic 
jars under or  in the fabric of bui ldings is here 
analysed, a long with on impressive collection of 
photographs . lt is a l i ttle-researched area and this 
book forms a valuable sourcebook for folklorists 
and practising geomants. 
D A D D Y  W I T C H  A N D  O L D  M O T H E R  
R E D C A P  by N I G E L  P E N N I C K .  SOp,  inc 
p& p,cheques and P.O.s to be made out to 
" Practical G eomancy", 1 42 Pheasant Rise 
Bar H ill,  Cambridge, CB3 8SD. 

, 

D�fender of the Old Faith Pennick here puts 
s u rv 1 va l s  of  the old craft under  Victor ia n 
Christendom in!o a perspective of a flourishing 
pagan culture 10  rural Eng land up to its demise 
after World War I .  H e  notes how this culture was 
practica l and had a n  "underground" nature as i t  
was .neither ":'ritten about or  its practitioners were 
particu larly l iterate themselves. These "cunning " 
men and women, witches and wizards were 
working-class countrypeople who only perhaps 
met one another at fairs . I wonder, however, 
whether Pennick simplifies this, and that rather 
than being iso lated native shamanic figures they 
formed more organized covens, perhaps based 
on geomontic configurations such as  terrestria l  
zodiacs, and  that there was a nat ionwide 
network. Also that  such exists today and was not 
expunged by either world war or the urbanization 
by mobil i ty of rural E ngland.  

As for tli.e 1 980s, the tale of magic involved with breadma k1�g has a modern equivalent in North Sea go.s bemg b!amed f?r .a reduction in quality of 
Yorksh i re puddmgs. S 1mdorly tales of cunning 
persons miraculously getting recalcitrant horses on 
the move again has a modern equivalent in vehicl 
stoppa�e in�idents as�ribed to flying saucers. 

A h 1 stoncol  thes i s  bu t  one which should enc?urage more thought for a wider religious bam for the future. These are the indigenou� practises of our is land. 
THE N I G H T M A R E S  O F  D R E A M  TO P P I N G by 
M E R R I LY H A R P U R .  Arrow 1 986·  pbk· £ 2-
SO. 

' ' ' 

.This is the �ook which has made me lough most 
th1s year .  Th1s cartoon series from Punch relates 
the ups and downs of a family with a week-end 
country cottage. Apart from Dovid and Drusci lla 
N ightmare, there's their ch i ldren Hol l solde and 
t�e p recoc i o u s  G r i n l i n g ,  a l o n g ' with dog 
K1erkegaard and cat  Sea View p lus  another 
homo urbonicus couple and a� "Emmerdal9 
Fo rm" style set of loca ls .  The drawings are a de­
l ight and the scripts witty. 

There o re some hi larious mixes of old and new 
supposed folklore, from waxing moon horticulture 
to outoculture {"never change your oil at the new 
moon" and. "ne�;r buy a new Range Rover 
b�f.ore .Apnl 5th ) ; a solar  heating salesman 
h1d1ng 10 the loft (commonly Pakistanis in truly 
urban tales); custom of apprentice boys roll ing an 
old cor battery down a hill to chuck it in a pond; 
romony caravan os "U FO"; beating the bounds 
and attempt to sing the vica r to death and a lso his 
attempt to Christ ianize local paganism; plus 
dowsmg for meta l detector users Excolibur-like 
machete wi.elded �rom ye old V:ishynge welle, 
mys.tery . a l ien a�1mol  and Devi l 's landscape 
en� meenng . Dov1d . not only goes a long with 
tellin� the bees of b 1 rths, marriages and deaths, 
but g 1ves them a Stock Exchange bu l letin. Yet he 
deplores ley l ines (sic) os "the slime of supersti­
tion", only to get his come-uppance. 

An inexpensive cornucopia of gentle fun at 
fo lklore's expense. 
M OT H E RS B E WA R E  M OT H E RS by JANET 
ROB E RTS. H usband Tony introduces this 
Anti-Fem inist Pa pers No. 2 booklet subtitled 
" Being a Brief Account of False Feminism 
and the M onstrous B etrayal by their E arliest 
and M ast Traitorous Companions."2 8pp; 
illos; Zodiac H ouse; Gondolin, Westhay, near 
Glastonbury, Somerset; price 7 

By turns this booklet both annoyed me in many 
of its general izations and at other times I found 
myself nodding my head in sage agreement. 
Mother-in-low jokes a re not funny when you 
experience them in real life, which is  why they are 
so powerful .  Favouritism is both disagreeable and 
common, but surely fathers are equally gui lty.As a 
hag versus maiden treatise, it makes monr telling 
points, though I doubt if anyone wil agree 
entirely with Mrs Roberts. 

27. 
S O M E  H A I RY M O N ST E R  b y  P A U L  LEST E R .  
2 4pp; 1 98 S; S O p  from a uthor a t  Flat 4 ,  34 
S u m m e r f i e l d  C r e s c e n t ,  E d g b a s t o n ,  
B irmingham, B 1 6  O E  R .  

This s l im  pamphlet looks at some  hairy, ope-like 
creatures which chal lenge scientific categorization 
and acceptability. The yeti and Bigfoot are well 
enough known, but lester a l so tackles loys Aape 
and the unashamedly fictional  King Kong and 
Swift's yahoos. lester gives b rief accounts of the 
evidence for his monsters and cites possible 
explanations for the sightings .  He  tackles the 
mythic rea lm head on, and in the case of the 
Abominable Snowman remarks on its emergence 
in  the Fifties, when ·  pub licity was given to the 
conquest of Everest and the Cold War. lt was l ike 
a peaceable kind of co ld wat warrior and he notes 
the lack of genitalia mentioned in reports, tongue­
in-cheek suggesting "it  is  a lmost as if the high­
pitched whistling ca l l  that has  been attributed to 
the Snowman might be its lonesome cry of 
ca stration . "  Discussing Bigfoot, lester draws 
attention to the fact it has been suggested as a 
descendant of extraterrestria l  colonists who, 
unable to return, have languished as fugitives 
undergoing species deterioration. King Kong is 
treated symbolica l ly :  racist undercurrent and 
ideas of bestia lity, miscegenation and excessive 
sexuality actua l ly absent in  gori l la behaviour. As 
for loys Ape, one is vaguely amused to learn that 
the only two encountered resorted to defecating 
and flinging the resulting excrement at the humans 
who confronted them, and in opposition to other 
hoiries, they proved aggressive and the female 
hod an exceptional ly large  clitoris. 

LOST LANDS by N I G E L  P E N N I C K .  40pp; 
illos.; from the a uthor at 25 Partrige Drive, 
Bar H ill,  Cambridge, CB3 8 E N ;  £ 1 -60 inc. 
p& p. 
LOST LYO N E S S E  by B E C K LE S  W I LSON. 
3 2 pp; i l l o s . ;  f r o m  AdCo Associates,  2 
B lenheim Crescent, London W 1 1 1 N N ; £ 1 -50 
Inc. p& p. 
One of Hartlepool ' s  oddities is the fact that it has 
a submerged forest on the beach where prehistoric 
a rtifacts hove been found, yet has on old l ight­
house a mile inland, now high and dry in Vulcan's 
scrap metal yard . Pennick hasfound other strange 
facts l ike these and revealed them in  his drastically 
shortened version of a larger manuscript. He  
a rg ues tha t  ma jo r  cha ng e s  i n  the coasta l  
geography of the B ritish I sles have occurred and 
their significance to h istory and orchoeolgy have 
yet to be recognised. He deta i l s  the various ways 
i� which inundation occurs; relates bel l-drowning 
ntual lore and other legends and traditions; storm 
surges; depredations  to  Wales, the Wirral, 
Merseyside, Lancashire, Scotland, Holderness, 
East Anglia, Kent and the South Coast. There's a 
paragraph on the Hartlepool seaside resort of 
Seaton Carew where I l ive. 



Pennick relates in some detail what is perhaps 
the most famous and extensive of the lost lands of 
Brita in  - lyonesse. When the oil  ta nker T orrex 
Canyon ra n aground on the Seven Stones reef off 
land's E nd in 1 967, it was said that it hit the 
remai ns of this d rowned Cornish province. 

A delightfu l l ittle Pocket Pals  book on blue card 
i s  " lost lyonesse :  E v i d e n ce, Records a n d  
Traditions o f  E ng land's  Atlantis," Orig ina l ly  
publ i shed in 1 902, th i s  edition is  i ntroduced by 
Cornishman ant iquarian John Miche l l .  who notes 
that "it appears that the district and the isles of 
Sci l ly ore but t iny relics of a once much greater 
k ingdom, lyonesse, the land of a n  a ncient 
civilisation whose destruction  by the elements may 
well have contributed to the legend of  Atlantis . "  

Fascinating a rchive materia l  for those interested 
in drowned lands.  

STO N E H E N G E , ITS H I S TORY, M E A N I N G ,  
F E S T I V A L ,  U N LA W F U L  M A N AG E M E N T, 
P O LI C E  R I OT '85 & F U T U R E  by J O H N  
M I C H E LL. Radical Traditionalist P apers, No.  
3, 1 9 86; 3 2 pp; £ 2  from 2 Blenheim Crescent, 
London W 1 1 1  N N .  

New updated second edition o f  book reviewed 
in  F . F . ,  No. 1 .  I wi l l  not go over old ground but 
note here that again this yea r the a uthorities acted 
imperiously agai nst the Peace Convoy and despite 
some id le-sods-on-the-dole commentary· they won 
a fai r  degree of sympathy. If the publ ic  had not 
been aware of a creeping total ita rianism, this one 
i s sue  made i t  suffic ient ly p l a i n .  As Michel l  
reinforces here:  "The v io lent  suppression of  the 
Stonehenge festival i s  a n  ominous symptom of 
fascistic tendencies in  the p resent pol it ica l order ." 
H owever, he is  sufficiently optimistic to p redict: 
One day Stonehenge wi l l  appreciated once more 
for what it rea l ly  stands for, and that understa nd­
ing wi l l  cause a renaissance in  western culture and 
the institution of harmony a mong al l  nations ."  


